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curriculum
vision

We want all our students, no matter what their background
or previous social and academic experience, to leave
school as well qualified, resilient, independent and
confident young adults, ready to make a highly positive
contribution to their community and wider society.​

In a rapidly changing world we feel strongly that our
students should show adaptability and resilience as well as
demonstrating respect, kindness and tolerance of people
from all faiths, cultures and backgrounds.

At The Radclyffe School we believe in the transformative
power of knowledge and learning in tackling social
inequality and providing our students with the best possible
chance of success. We are committed to providing young
people with the highest quality of education for them to
achieve their personal excellence. 

All children deserve the very best education in order to fulfil
their potential; we believe that academic success
complemented with life-enriching experiences will prepare
them for success now and in the future. 

Our vision is that every student who attends The Radclyffe
School will have access to a knowledge-led curriculum that
will not only allow them to learn the essential knowledge
across a range of subjects but enable them to build on this
knowledge in the future and use it to make sense of the
world around them. 
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curriculum
intent

The curriculum is planned as a five-year journey where
students spend three years studying a broad range of
subjects at Key Stage 3, followed by two years studying a
range of GCSE courses in more depth. We have a clear
picture of the overall provision map for each subject year by
year in the form of a standard long-term plan which is
supported with a clear narrative to provide coherence. We
have considered the way that students learn and aim to
deliver the key knowledge in a way that supports a change
in long term memory to develop a secure memory store
whilst avoiding avoid cognitive overload.​

If you would like any more information about the curriculum
we offer to our students please address your questions to
the Curriculum Deputy Head, Miss Catlow, via email at
scatlow@theradclyffeschool.co.uk, or by phone 0161
622 3200.

At The Radclyffe School we offer a purposeful,
academically rich and coherent curriculum which leads to
the development of deep subject knowledge in a broad
range of subjects. Our curriculum is planned and
sequenced so that new knowledge is built on what has
been taught before as students work towards defined
milestones at the end of academic each year. Students are
supported in developing rich interconnected webs of
knowledge and the cultural capital they need to succeed in
life.​

Our curriculum is designed to allow students to acquire and
retain the core knowledge in each subject through careful
planning, sequencing and revisiting of threshold concepts.
Our curriculum is designed to provide opportunities to
develop common skills that make up the wider curriculum;
Literacy (written fluency, stamina and reading), numeracy,
SMSC, engagement and cultural capital. The curriculum is
brought to life through high quality teaching which develops
and extends these threshold concepts to provide a rich and
engaging curriculum.​
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the ks3 curriculum
organisation & subject learning hours

Students follow a two-week timetable.

Students are organised into two ‘populations’ or ‘sides’: E and I.

In most subjects, most students will be in mixed attainment
groupings.

In English, there will be a top set in each population.

In Maths, each population is split into attainment-led sets.

A small number of identified students who require some
additional support and curriculum adaptation will be taught in a
small targeted group for some subjects.

In PE, students will be taught in single gender groups.

All students have access to the full and broad curriculum, and
literacy development is prioritised through standalone reading
and grammar lessons throughout Years 7-9.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

ENGLISH 6 6 6

MATHS 7 7 7

SCIENCE 6 6 6

FRENCH 4 4 4

GEOGRAPHY 3 3 3

HISTORY 3 3 3

COMPUTING 2 2 2

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 2 2 2

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 2 2 2

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 3 3 3

ART 2 2 3

MUSIC 2 2 2

DRAMA 2 2 1

PE 4 4 4

ENGLISH GRAMMAR 1 1 1

READING 1 1 1
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Years 10 & 11

ENGLISH 8

MATHS 8

SCIENCE 9

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 2

PE 3

OPTION BLOCK A 5

OPTION BLOCK A 5

OPTION BLOCK A 5

OPTION BLOCK A 5

the ks4 curriculum
organisation & subject learning hours

Students follow a two-week timetable.

In Years 10 & 11, students ‘specialise’ through their options,
reducing their range of subjects to the compulsory elements of
core, PE and Personal Development, plus 4 option subjects.

In English, Maths & Science, students are organised into two
‘populations’ or ‘sides’: X and Y; each population is then split into
attainment-led sets.

In Personal Development, the classes mirror those in Science.

In PE, students will be taught in single gender groups.

In Option Blocks, students will mostly be taught in mixed
attainment groups.
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the big
idea
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the big
idea
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the big
idea
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LONG TERM
CURRICULUM PLANS

Over the next few pages, we have given you the long term plans for the core subjects.

If you would like the curriculum details of all our other subjects, you can access them via the QR codes below.

key stage 3 key stage 4
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yearS 7-9 english
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year 7 & 8 maths
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year 9 maths
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years 7 - 8 science
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year 9 science
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years 10 -11 english language
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year 10 -11 english literature
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year 10 maths
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year 10 maths
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year 11 maths
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yearS 10 -11 science
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Combined Science - Teacher A Combined Science - Teacher B 

5 science lessons over a fortnight 4 science lessons over a fortnight 

Topics covered….. 
 

Energy  
Cell biology 
Organisation 

Bonding, structure and properties of matter 
Infection and response 

Bioenergetics 
Chemical changes 

homeostasis 

Topics covered….. 
 

Atomic structure and the periodic table 
Electricity 

Quantitative chemistry 
Particle model 

Energy changes 
Atomic structure 

year 10 combined science
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Triple Biology  - One teacher  Triple Chemistry – One teacher Triple Physics  - One teacher  

5 science lessons over a fortnight 4 science lessons over a fortnight 4 science lessons over a fortnight 

Topics covered….. 
 

Cell biology 
Organisation 

Infection and response 
Bioenergetics 
Homeostasis  

Topics covered….. 
 

Atomic structure and the periodic
table 

Bonding, structure, and the
properties of matter 

Quantitative chemistry 
Chemical changes 

Topics covered….. 
 

Energy  
Electricity 

Particle model of matter 
Atomic structure 

year 10 triple science
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Combined science - One teacher 

9 science lessons over a fortnight 

Topics covered….. 
 

Variation and evolution 
Ecology 

Rates of reactions 
Organic Chemistry 
Chemical analysis 

Chemistry of the atmosphere 
Using resources 

Forces 
Waves 

Magnetism and electromagnetism 

year 11 combined science
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Triple Biology -  One teacher  Triple Chemistry - One teacher Triple Physics  - One teacher  

5 science lessons over a fortnight 4 science lessons over a fortnight 5 science lessons over a fortnight 

Topics covered….. 
 

Variation and evolution 
Ecology 

Topics covered….. 
 

Rates of reactions 
Organic Chemistry 
Chemical analysis 

Chemistry of the atmosphere 
Using resources 

Topics covered….. 
 

Forces 
Waves 

Magnetism and electromagnetism 
Space physics  

year 11 science
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home learning organiser

Use the home learning organiser to write

down all home learning tasks​.

Use the home learning organiser to

organise and complete all tasks on time​.

Speak to staff if they are struggling to

complete their home learning .

Accept rewards or consequences for

home learning tasks​.

ALL STUDENTS WILL;

1

2

3

4
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MONDAY

Subject Home Learning Due Done?

home learning organiser

TUESDAY

Subject Home Learning Due Done?

WEDNESDAY

Subject Home Learning Due Done?

THURSDAY

Subject Home Learning Due Done?

FRIDAY

Subject Home Learning Due Done?

Parent/Carer Signature:27



learning expectations

Utilise the time in lessons to

complete all work set​. Plan,

organise and complete all

Home Learning tasks​.

Prepare for every KS3 and

KS4 assessment. 

Take personal responsibility and develop
organisation skills​.

28



HOW DO YOU CURRENTLY REVISE? WHAT WORKS FOR YOU?

TOP REVISION TIPS FOR SUCCESS
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SUBJECT support AND CHECKLIST FOR PARENTS

We are here to support your child in making ​GOOD HABITS

within school!​

attend school regularly and on time.​

be punctual and prepared for every lesson.​

attend any revision or intervention sessions.​

buy and use subject revision guides.​

consider online tutoring ready for Year 11.​

complete all home learning.​

Encourage your child to;

scan the code

SUBJECT

SPECIFICATIONS, PAST

PAPERS AND MARK

SCHEMES

BE READY TO LEARN

GCSE and equivalent

qualifications specifications ​

Includes spec, past papers/mark

schemes​...
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TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY TIME SATURDAY SUNDAY

weekly revision planner
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TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY TIME SATURDAY SUNDAY

weekly revision planner
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my child at school (mcas) app

Scan the QR code below to
download the MCAS app.

Mychildatschool (MCAS) is a FREE app that

enables parents to view their child’s performance at

school in real time.

It provides anytime access to attendance, behaviour,

reports, letters or important documents. Student

timetables alongside the school calendar and exam

timetables and results mean the Radclyffe School

can keep parents/carers fully informed electronically. 

This is where parents and carers will be able to view

your child’s options choices. 
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https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/mychildatschool/id1394575255
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bromcom.mcas&pli=1
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why should you encourage your child to read?

25% of 15-year-olds have a reading age of 12 or under.​

1 in 8 disadvantaged children in the UK do not own a single book at

home​

Children who are weak readers will struggle as much in maths and

science at GCSE as they do in English and the arts subjects​

Students are less able to learn in school if they do not develop

sufficient reading skills​

In the words of the DfE, ‘more demanding’ GCSE exams were

introduced in 2017 ​

Exams now tend to include wordier questions – problematic for

students with a low reading age​
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Children who read books more than once a week by age 16 gain

higher results than those who read less regularly​.

19% of readers say that reading stops them from feeling lonely.​

Regular readers for pleasure reported fewer feelings of stressand

depression than non-readers​.

Studies have shown that those who read for pleasure have higher levels

of self-esteem and a greater ability to cope with difficult situations​.

Reading for pleasure has been found to improve sleeping patterns​.

Adults who read for just 30 minutes a week are 20% more likely to report

greater life satisfaction​.

People who read for 3.5 hours a week (30 mins a day) have a 17%

higher life expectancy than those who don’t​.

THE BENEFITS OF READING

30 Minutes is just
2% of your day!
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READING INTERVENTIONS

We have invested in two new reading programmes:​

SPARX READER
All students will have access.
Can be accessed on most devices.
Encourage students to read and
regularly review their undestanding as
they go.

LEXIA POWERUP LITERACY
A selection of students will be invited to attend
(based on need).​
Identifies gaps in knowledge and tailors learning
to student needs.​
Adaptive and reflective to ensure rapid progress​
Delivered weekly during PLG time (to avoid lost
learning in other areas).​

What we are doing:
PLG reading​
EXACT testing​
Literacy explicitly taught in lessons​
Access to library at break and
lunch​
Lexia intervention​
Sparx Reader​

What you can do:
Encourage them to read 'widely
and often'​.
Read with them/ to them​.
Support the interventions​.

37



38



39



40



41



42



maths: 
using dr frost for independent study
Use your QLA to choose the topics to practise first — especially questions where you did not get full marks.​

1. Start with your QLA / Revision List

Pick a topic where you lost marks.
These are the best areas to revisit
first.

2. Find the topic on Dr Frost 3. Practice and Improve

1 Open Questions &
Past Papers.

2
Search the QLA
topic.

3
Click the skill and
press Practice. 4

Watch the video if stuck.
Use feedback to correct
mistakes.43



video example
Copy the modelled question, working and answer.

independent practice
Try your own questions, then mark and correct them.
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 theradclyffeschool.co.uk 

 0161 622 3200

admin@theradclyffeschool.co.uk

Hunt Lane, Chadderton, Oldham OL9 0LS

If you would like any more information about the curriculum we offer to our
students please address your questions to the Curriculum Deputy Head,
Miss Catlow, via email at scatlow@theradclyffeschool.co.uk, or by phone
0161 622 3200.

If you attended one of our Excellence Events, we
would really like to hear your feedback!  Scan the

QR code below to access our feedback form.
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