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SEND Information Report  

The SEND Faculty at The Radclyffe School  

 
Special Educational Needs – what does this look like at The Radclyffe School?  

  

We successfully cater for students with an ever-widening range of need, including those 

requiring an element of SEN support and those with Education, Health and Care Plans. Our 

provision is in line with all aspects of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 2015 and 

the Children and Families Act 2014.  

We have a number of students with disabilities including physical impairments, hearing or visual 

impairments. The school site has been designed to be inclusive of those students with a 

disability.  

 

Each year we have a number of students with diagnoses of specific learning difficulties such as 

Dyspraxia, Dyslexia, Autistic Spectrum Condition and ADHD.  

Also, within the school community are students with Speech, Language and Communication 

difficulties and with social and emotional difficulties. We also have a small number of visually 

impaired students.  

  

Identification and Assessment of SEND  

  

Often, we become aware of a child’s special educational needs before they come to us, because 

we have close links with a great number of primary schools. Sometimes our specialist Transition 

Teaching Assistants will go out to work with SEN children in their primary schools so that by 

the time they come to us, we already know them well. In some cases, we arrange for children 

to visit the school several times in the run up to transition so that they are comfortable with 

their new surroundings. Where a student has an existing EHCP, we endeavour to attend Annual 

Reviews and/or Person-Centred Reviews in the primary setting to enable us to implement a 

smooth and personalised transition from primary school into The Radclyffe School. # 

Some students require additional arrangements to be in place for examinations, assessments 

or tests in order for them not to be placed at significant disadvantage when compared with 

their peers. The SENCO, Ms Ara, is fully qualified to undertake the assessments needed to grant 

these special dispensations. 

Sometimes, the first concern is raised by parents. In this case, we investigate whether our staff 

share your concerns. We will share the results with you, and keep you informed of the next 

steps. Every teacher in the school also has the facility to refer a student to us if they have a 

concern about a particular child.  

We may undertake a range of activities to assess whether your child needs some form of 

additional support. We may observe them in lessons or gather evidence from the work they 
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complete over a number of subject areas. We will often use a series of tests; we have many 

assessments at our disposal, and will use those most appropriate for your child. Again, you will 

be kept informed of the process and the outcome of our findings.  

We may feel that it is necessary to involve specialists from other agencies, such as the 

Additional and Complex Needs service, in order to seek advice. Specialists may include an 

Educational Psychologist, a speech and language therapist or an occupational therapist, to 

name but a few. We will always seek your permission before doing this. Again, you will be kept 

informed of the outcome after liaising with colleagues from different agencies.  

 

At The Radclyffe School, we put the child at the heart of all that we do. In line with this, we 

seek the views of all children who have entered our school with an EHC Plan, or on SEND 

support. We do this in the form of a person-centred review, and we conduct this after the first 

few weeks of entering the school and we repeat the process at regular intervals, at least termly. 

We may direct the Person-Centred Reviews into the care of one of our highly trained members 

of staff, who will provide a continuous source of support for yourself and your child.  

 

The school’s SENCO is Guddy Ara, who can be contacted on 0161 622 3200 if you have any 

concerns which you would like to discuss. Likewise, Jenna Jones is Deputy SENCO, and is also 

available (on the same telephone number) for parents who have queries or concerns. An 

appointment can be made for a meeting.  

 

How are children with a SEND taught in The Radclyffe School?  

  

Our core principle and our mission statement is ‘working together for excellence’. We believe 

that in order for personal excellence to be achieved, each student has to be viewed as an 

individual; this is at the heart of all that we do. All students, irrelevant of their SEND status, 

have access to high quality teaching from a committed team of teaching staff, all of whom 

receive regular staff training regarding the best ways to make sure that all children can access 

the learning in their classrooms.  

 

All students with SEND will be taught in mainstream classrooms and group, sometimes with 

additional support from Teaching Assistants. Teachers and Teaching Assistants will be able to 

scaffold work to more personal levels to ensure that all students are able to learn in a 

supportive and inclusive classroom environment. The ethos of the school is that every teacher 

is a teacher of Special Educational Needs. We also use the EEF model for adaptive teaching 

which provides opportunity for all pupils to experience success by adapting lessons, whilst 

maintaining high expectations for all. Along with, balancing the input of new content so that 

pupil master important concepts. 

 

We also offer specific intervention groups for those students who require support with their 

literacy, social and emotional, speech and language difficulties. There is also targeted support 

for students with ASD and ADHD. However, this is not an exhausted list and is regularly 

amended based on the cohorts needs. We offer intensive lessons, group work or longer-term 

support dependent upon the needs of the students. All interventions have a target and 
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purpose which regularly reviewed along with student progress. We will always seek your 

permission before your child is placed in a withdrawal group, and will keep you informed of 

the results at the end of the process.  

 

Information about individual students who have a SEND will be circulated to staff, along with 

any advice for optimum learning to take place. This may include advice and strategies 

suggested by colleagues from other agencies such as QEST or the EP service, and will be 

updated as necessary to implement the latest advice.  

What additional support is offered to students with special educational needs?  

This depends entirely on what the individual need is, but additional support can take on the 

following forms:  

 

• TA’s to support individuals or groups of students within classes.  

• Pupil Passports may be written and circulated to all staff so that an overview of an individual’s 

needs are clear, along with helpful strategies to ensure that your child achieves the very best 

that they can.  

• Online learning schemes such as Sparks Maths or Reading Eggs.  

• Access to a Learning Mentor.  

• A team of Personal Care Assistants available.  

• Individual heath care plans are available to all staff for any student with a medical need.  

• Positive Steps careers advisors on site.  

• Access to a range of appropriate qualifications to build on strengths, interests and future 

aspirations of students.  

• Support from non-teaching Year Managers.  

• Key worker allocation.  

• Assistive technology such as laptop computers.  

• Behaviour modification programmes  

• Pupil attitude to self and school surveys (PASS) 

• Access to bespoke work experience placements  

• Access arrangements (i.e. reader and/or scribe) for all examinations.  
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• An onsite counselling service.  

• Anger management sessions.  

• Learning Mentor social time clubs 

• A wide range of lunchtime activities lead by Teaching Assistants  

• Implementation of bespoke services provided by external agencies 

What about extra-curricular activities?  

 

All students, with or without special educational needs, are valued members of our school 

community and as such are able to participate in a wide range of activities, from sporting 

practices and teams to taking part in the school’s drama productions or playing a musical 

instrument. We have strong links with Sports Ability and each year we have a number of teams 

participating in a range of inter-school and inter-borough sports such as wheelchair basketball 

and wheelchair football.  

 

We have educational visits, reward trips and residential trips. Students with SEND have equal 

access to all of these activities; support to access these activities can be provided.  

Is additional support in place for moving on to college?  

We have strong links with the local colleges and post 16 providers, and we have a robust 

transition plan in place. Students are offered mock interviews and are guided through the 

application process by key workers and our on-site careers advisors.  

 

We work hard to ensure that all SEND students go on to the most appropriate form of post 16 

education. For many, this process may begin during Year 10 as we start to consider, with the 

student and their parents, which providers can best cater for their child’s needs.  

 

Support is in place through the annual review process for those students who have an EHC 

Plan.  

 

You should be assured that changes in legislation mean that young people with SEND will be 

much better supported as they make the transition to further education. The Local Authority 

(LA) must make young people aware of the support that is available through the ‘Local Offer’.  

How can I be involved in my child’s education?  

 

There are lots of opportunities for you to come into school. Many students on the school’s audit 

of need, and all of those with an Education and Health Care Plan, will be invited to come and 

meet with their child’s key worker on a termly basis. Here you will be able to discuss ways in 

which you can work with your child at home to help to improve their Literacy and Numeracy 
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levels. You will also be invited in to engage with your child’s Personal learning Guide (PLG) and 

meet your child’s teachers on Parent’s evening. Both of these happen once every year. Of 

course, you can also contact the SENCO to arrange a separate meeting should you feel it 

necessary.  

Who will support my child?  

  

The SEND team consists of the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO), who is a 

member of the Senior Leadership Team along with being a qualified access arrangements 

assessor. A Deputy SENCO, who has a Masters in Teaching and Learning along with also being 

a qualified SENCO and a teacher of SEND. Additionally, we have around 16 Teaching Assistants, 

4 Learning Mentors and 2 Personal Care Assistants. All staff undergo regular training in various 

aspects of their roles. We also have a Family Liaison Officer and a Family Support Worker; we 

have a Counsellor employed by the school, who visits on a weekly basis. 

 

Inclusion is taken very serious at The Radclyffe School and is discussed school-wide from 

departmental meeting, to behaviour management groups and SLMT agendas. Referrals to the 

SENCO can be made from Year Managers and teaching staff for a range of reasons and into a 

range of supportive interventions, including improving reading, handwriting, spelling, Anger 

Management. The interventions are delivered by Teaching Assistants and Learning Mentors.  

 

We are fortunate enough to have a large team of highly qualified Teaching Assistants who all 

undergo regular formal training. They have engaged in a wide variety of training to develop 

their expertise, for example, around working memory or supporting students in formal 

examinations; many have a Level 2 qualification in Autism Awareness. Our Teaching 

Assistants are always looking for ways to improve their ability to support students, and many 

of them secured a Level 2 qualification in ICT as part of this. We have TA’s who have received 

specialist training in Lego Therapy, Drawing and Talking Therapy and working with Visually 

Impaired students and we utilise this expertise in some of our interventions. 

If your child needs help with a medical condition, or with personal care, we have a Health Care 

Administrator and a team of Personal Care Assistants available. Regular training is undertaken, 

often linked to the needs of a particular student.  

We have a team of very experienced Learning Mentors, and sometimes students are referred 

to the team for a variety of reasons, for example for short term interventions or to access 

emotional support. In general, this will be a short-term support mechanism which will equip 

your child with the skills and confidence they need to operate independently. 

Sometimes we need to access support for a student from external agencies, and this may 

come from one or a combination of the following services such as: 

  

▪ QEST (The Quality Effectiveness Support Team)  
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▪ Educational Psychologists (EP)  

▪ Healthy Young Minds  

▪ Occupational Therapy (OT)  

▪ Social Care  

▪ The Speech and Language Therapy Team (SALT)  

▪ Specialist providers such as The Newbridge School and The Springbrook School  

▪ Community nurses  

This is not, however, an exhaustive list, and we will actively seek support from the agency or 

agencies best equipped to provide advice and support for individual students.  

How will my child’s progress be reviewed, and who by?  

  

Each term you will receive a progress report for your child. Progress will be reviewed by subject 

teachers and Heads of Faculty. At each assessment point, the SEND team scrutinise the 

progress of all SEND students. Where there is a lack of progress, information will be collated 

and assessed. At this point, we may arrange to observe the child in lessons, or may use an 

intervention programme to compliment the whole class teaching and to bring progress levels 

to a more acceptable standard.  

Where a child is formally supported in class by a Teaching Assistant, their progress will be 

constantly under review; any sign of a lack in progress will be identified as early as possible 

and strategies implemented immediately, after dialogue with the student and the class teacher. 

Likewise, Teaching Assistants are encouraged to keep parents updated when a student has 

made progress, even small step progress. They do this by sending home positive postcards 

outlining what the achievement is.  

Where an intervention is required, either from internal or external sources, this will operate on 

an assess-plan-do-review cycle. Targets will be set for progress after thorough assessments 

have been undertaken. The intervention will then take place, after which there will be a review 

to ascertain whether progress towards the targets have been made. At this point, there will be 

decisions regarding the next course of action. You and your child will be an important part of 

this process, and all interventions will be recorded to ensure accountability. 

If your child has an ECHP, progress will also be reviewed against the targets from their 

individual report/s. This will be discussed and shared at your child’s Annual Review or termly 

Person-Centred Review meeting. From time to time, an emergency or additional review may 

become necessary; you will, of course, be kept informed of, and involved with this.  

Which other agencies may be involved with my child?  

We have strong links with colleagues from many agencies including those from Health, 

Education and Social Care. During your child’s stay with us it may be necessary to involve one 

or more of these services, and you will usually be part of a discussion before this occurs. For 

many agencies, we cannot involve them without your written permission, so we may ask for 

this from time to time.  
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How do I complain about the provision made for my child?  

  
We would seek to rectify any issues promptly and with minimum disruption to a child’s 

education. Your first point of contact should be the class teacher, Year Manager, SENCO or 

Headteacher. You should explain your concerns to them in the first instance. In the unlikely 

event that you are not entirely satisfied that your complaint has been addressed, you should 

follow the school’s complaints procedure.  

 

You can access the school’s complaints procedure 

https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/schoolpolicies/complaints-procedure. For support with this 

procedure, parents may wish to contact POINT (Parents of Oldham In Touch). Their website 

and contact details can be found here: http://pointoldham.co.uk.  Another source of support 

for parents of children with SEND is Oldham SEND Information Advice and Support (IASS) 

Service. Their website can be found at  Oldham SENDIASS | POINT (point-send.co.uk) or by 

telephone on 0161 667 2055. Oldham Council provides a Family Information Service, which 

provides help, advice and support for carers of children aged 0-20 years. Their website can be 

found here: https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200534/family_information_service  

How will the school ensure that equipment and facilities are available for my 

child?  

  

The SEND Department is housed in a wing of the school and comprises of three classrooms, all 

equipped with interactive whiteboards and computers. Additionally, we have the Learning 

Mentor Base, break and lunchtime clubs. There are several disabled toilets within the SEND 

Department and also around the school, and disabled changing facilities within PE.  

Lifts are available to ensure that students with limited mobility have access to all areas of the 

school; students are always accompanied by a member of staff whilst in a lift.  

There is a fully equipped medical room which is staffed by the school’s Healthcare 

Administrator, Mrs Rebecca Hindley, along with our team of Personal Care Assistants.  

We liaise with colleagues from external agencies and ensure that equipment needed by 

individual students (for example visualisers for some visually impaired students, or the loop 

system microphone for some hearing-impaired students) is in place. There is braille signage 

around the school.  

We receive funding for all pupils including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, 

and these needs are met from this.  

What is the school’s policy on bullying?  

  
The school’s anti-bullying policy can be found here: 

https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/anti-bullying-policy/.  

https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/schoolpolicies/complaints-procedure
http://pointoldham.co.uk/
http://www.iassoldham.co.uk/
https://www.point-send.co.uk/pages/category/oldham-sendiass
http://www.iassoldham.co.uk/
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200534/family_information_service
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200534/family_information_service
https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/anti-bullying-policy/
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What is the admissions policy for disabled students?  

  

Disabled students apply to the school in exactly the same way as all other students. The 

admissions policy can be found here: 

https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/admissions-policies/ 

How does the school ensure that disabled children are not treated less 

favourably than other students?  

Disabled students are fully immersed into life at The Radclyffe School, and have involvement 

in all aspects of events and education at the school in the same way that a child without a 

disability has. Reasonable adjustments are made in all areas of curricular and extra-curricular 

activities to ensure that all students, regardless of their special educational need and/or 

disability are able to access all aspects of school life.  

We have Departmental Prefects from Key Stage 4, who will liaise with their peers and take any 

issues to the Student Voice forum.  

The School’s Accessibility Plan ensures that adjustments are made to facilitate access to school 

buildings for those who are disabled. When students enter the School with specific disabilities 

identified, the SEND Department ensures that the requirements of the students are passed on 

to all staff. This may involve support from external agencies; wherever possible, any additional 

staff training, linked to a special educational need or disability which is required is undertaken 

prior to transition. This is constantly under review and we strive to ensure that the needs of all 

children are met through a range of methods. 

 

Please follow https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/accessibility-policy/ to view the school’s 

accessibility plan.  

How can I find out what Oldham’s Local Offer is?  

Information about Oldham’s Local Offer can be found here: 

http://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200368/children_with_disabilities  

 

Whilst the majority of our students have Oldham addresses, some students 

attend the school who actually fall under the remit of other local authorities. 

The Local Offer for these authorities can be found below: 

 

Rochdale: What is the Local Offer? - Information for Young People | Our 

Rochdale 

 

Manchester: Schools, education and childcare | Manchester City Council 

 

https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/admissions-policies/
https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/accessibility-policy/
http://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200368/children_with_disabilities
http://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200368/children_with_disabilities
http://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200368/children_with_disabilities
http://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200368/children_with_disabilities
https://www.ourrochdale.org.uk/kb5/rochdale/directory/advice.page?id=dPbOabmru9M
https://www.ourrochdale.org.uk/kb5/rochdale/directory/advice.page?id=dPbOabmru9M
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/education
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Bury: Bury SEND Local Offer | The Bury Directory 

 

Policy updated September 2023 by Ms G ARA BA Hons, NASENCO, CPT3A  

  

  

  

https://theburydirectory.co.uk/categories/send-local-offer

