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INTRODUCTION 

Introduction to Year 9 Options 

The spring term of Year 9 is the time in your childôs education when 

some important choices have to be made about their Key Stage 4 

courses. 

The National Curriculum requires students to do a broad range of 

subjects which are compulsory. These are Mathematics, English, 

Science, Physical Education, and Personal Development. Students 

are then able to choose four optional subjects. You will select the option 

choices that you wish your child to take through a link on the student 

portal. You can see your childôs choices through the MCAS app. 

It is very important that this is a joint decision between you and 

your child and that these choices are made very carefully as once 

they have been made, apart from in exceptional circumstances, they 

cannot be changed. 

We will always try to give your child their first preference choices. 

Occasionally, this is not possible and if this is the case it will require 

further discussion. 

The process of selecting options is done online via the student 

portal. It is important that students do not complete this form on 

their own but do this in consultation their parents. This form must 

be submitted by Thursday 18th April. 

We do appreciate that making decisions and filling in the online 

forms can be a difficult and time-consuming task. If you need any 

help or have any concerns about subjects offered to your child, 

please do get in touch. You can do this either through Year 9 Year 

Manager Mr Lunt, or get in touch with Mrs Black, Deputy Headteacher, 

who oversees the options process. 

Careers advice is available, with Careers Advisors from Positive Step 

based in the Personal Development Hub. Further details on how to 

access this can be found on the school website. 

https://theradclyffeschool.co.uk/positive-steps-careers-advisors/
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How do I choose my options? 
A Guide for Students 

You should consider the following: 

¶ Your ability to be successful and enjoy the subject 

¶ Your interest in the subject 

¶ Your thoughts on the future and post-16 progression 

You must not 

¶ choose to be with friends 

¶ choose because you like the teacher you have had this year. 

We select students on the following criteria: 

¶ Number of requests for each option 

If an option is oversubscribed the following will be considered ï 

Intended course of study as KS5 

Future career choices 

Attendance 

Attendance at options evening 

Attitude to Learning 

Separate Sciences, Health & Social Care and Engineering 

¶ If these subjects are oversubscribed students will be selected 

on the basis of their suitability given their career aspirations 



 

п 

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum Offer 

All students must study English, Maths, Combined Science, Core PE and Personal 

Development.  

Students must choose four options, one from each of the options blocks (see 

page 36) plus two reserves.  

All students must pick either Geography or History, French or Computer Science 

as part of the óExtended Coreô. 

We strongly recommend that students take all of the subjects that make up 

the óExtended Coreô.  

You cannot choose the same subject twice. 

You can choose only one of Product Design - Timbers, Product Design - Textiles 

or Engineering. 

You can choose only one of BTEC Dance or Drama (BTEC or GCSE). 

The English Baccalaureate  

The English Baccalaureate is not a standalone qualification but is made up of the 

following five GCSE qualifications: 

¶ English Language 

¶ English Literature 

¶ Maths 

¶ A modern foreign language (French) 

¶ Humanities (Geography or History) 

The English Baccalaureate is not compulsory but it is the Governmentôs 

ambition to see that the majority of students study the subjects of the 

English Baccalaureate. They will then have a choice of two other option 

subjects, including BTECs.  

For colleges, universities and employers, the English Baccalaureate shows 

that students have gained a broad academic education. The range of subjects in 

the English Baccalaureate would provide a good basis for further study. After 

completing the English Baccalaureate, students may wish to study A levels 

or another Level 3 qualification at local colleges or sixth forms.  

It is not compulsory but the range of subjects does provide a good basis for 

further study. 

We strongly recommend that students who intend study A Levels and go 

on to university take the English Baccalaureate. 
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GCSE Courses 

GCSEs are at the core of the KS4 curriculum in England and Wales. GCSE Exams 

are now linear (examined at the end of Year 11) and there are limited coursework 

elements. They are graded on a scale of 9-1. What students are expected to know 

and what they can do is more challenging than in the past but the proportion of 

students achieving each grade has not changed. For example, roughly the same 

number of students who achieved a grade A*/A in the past achieve grades 7-9. 

So, whilst GCSEs might ófeelô more difficult, a student who would have achieved a 

grade óCô on the old GCSEs will achieve a grade 4 (the comparative grade) on the 

current GCSEs. Achieving a grade 4 is an important benchmark for entry to level 3 

college courses. A grade 5 is the benchmark for international comparisons.  

Vocational qualifications  

These are an essential part of The Radclyffe Schoolôs curriculum. As part of the 

changes to the KS4 exam system there have been changes to the scope and range 

of vocational qualifications to ensure they are as challenging and rigorous as 

GCSEs and provide students with the skills and knowledge they need for further 

progression. 

We offer three types of vocational qualifications at The Radclyffe School: 

Pearson BTEC  

OCR Cambridge National/OCR Cambridge Technical 

NCFE Technical Award 

The key difference with vocational subjects is that a greater proportion of the 

assessment is through coursework. Your childôs work forms a portfolio that will 

then be graded. This can help students organise their workload throughout Years 

10 and 11 rather than being assessed only at the end of the course. Students 

achieve excellent results on vocational courses. All vocational courses are offered 

as a Level 2 qualification (this means that they are equivalent to a GCSE grade 4-9).  

The grades awarded will be:  

 Distinction* = 8/9 (For BTEC and OCR Nationals) 

 Distinction = 7, Merit = 6, Pass = 4/5  

The Level 1 vocational qualification is equivalent to a GCSE at grade 1-3. 

The grades at Level 1 are as follows:  

 Distinction = 3, Merit = 2, Pass = 1  

Vocational course offered form a firm foundation for progression to college and work. 

Employers and colleges are familiar with the benefits of vocational awards. However, 

colleges do not always accept them as contributing toward their entry requirements 

for A level study.  

Both Oldham College and Oldham Sixth Form College offer a range of vocational 

qualifications at Levels 2 and 3. In the case of BTEC, this allows students to continue 

studying a subject when they leave school. Studying a BTEC qualification at school 

will therefore allow students to become familiar with the college assessment process.  

Universities accept BTEC Level 3 as an entry requirement for some degree level 

courses. 
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SECTION 1 

CORE SUBJECTS 

These subjects are compulsory and 

will be studied by all students 

English Language 8 Combined Science 11 

English Literature 9 Core PE 12 

Mathematics 10 Personal Development 13 
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Introduction 

The English GCSE course aims to develop studentsô skills as communicators in the 

modern world; the English Language GCSE enables them to be effective readers, 

writers, speakers and listeners. At the same time, students study key texts from 

the rich cultural heritage of English literature including poetry, plays (both Shakespeare 

and modern drama) and novels.  

Students will study both English Language and English Literature to gain two 

GCSEs. 

The new GCSEs will be graded. Students will receive one of nine grades. The 

grades will be described using numbers (1-9) rather than letters. Grade 9 will 

represent the highest level of attainment. 

Assessment 

Assessment of the course is 100% examination-based. Students will sit two 

examination papers which test both reading and writing skills. 

Reading - Students will study a wide range of texts including: 

¶ 19th Century literary fiction 

¶ 20th and 21st Century literary non-fiction 

¶ 20th and 21st Century non-fiction. 

They will practise and develop a range of reading skills including: 

¶ information retrieval 

¶ deduction and inference 

¶ understanding writersô viewpoints and ideas 

¶ analysing writersô techniques 

¶ comparing texts. 

Writing - Students will develop their ability to write with accuracy, fluency and at 

length. There will be a focus on building studentsô knowledge of grammar and 

vocabulary. They will also develop the skills to: 

¶ write creatively using narrative and descriptive skills 

¶ write to express a viewpoint persuasively and effectively 

¶ write for different audiences and purposes 

¶ use a range of forms e.g. letter, speech, article. 

Speaking and Listening 

Students will be assessed on their ability to present their ideas effectively in a 

formal context, use Standard English and respond to questions. While this aspect of 

the course does not count towards the overall GCSE grade, it will be recorded on the 

exam certificate as a separate grade. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
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Introduction 

The new GCSE in English Literature will encourage students to read, write and think 

critically, building upon the skills developed through studying English Language. 

Please note, texts are subject to change. 

Course structure 

Students will study the following texts: 

¶ Charles Dickensô A Christmas Carol 

¶ Shakespeareôs Macbeth  

¶ AQA poetry anthology - Conflict section  

¶ JB Priestleyôs An Inspector Calls or Willy Russellôs Blood Brothers 

¶ Unseen poetry. 

Students will develop their skills in: 

¶ literal and inferential understanding of texts 

¶ critical reading 

¶ evaluation of writerôs techniques 

¶ comparing texts. 

Assessment  

The course is assessed solely by examination. Students will sit two papers in 

Key Stage 4. 

The new GCSEs will be graded. Students will be awarded one of nine grades. 

The grades will be described using numbers (1-9) rather than letters. Grade 9 will 

represent the highest level of attainment. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
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Introduction  

Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline, developed over 

centuries providing the solution to some of historyôs most intriguing problems. It 

is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and 

necessary for financial literacy and most employment.  

A high-quality mathematics education provides a foundation for understanding 

the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and 

power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject. 

Course structure  

All students will study the core maths skills needed for foundation level GCSE, the 

more able students will also cover the additional topics needed for the higher tier 

GCSE mathematics. Final decisions about the tier of examination entry will be made 

as late as possible in Year 11. 

The course covers: 

Number      Ratio and Proportion  

Algebra     Geometry and Measures  

Probability     Statistics 

Assessment 

The GCSE examination consists of three papers lasting 90 minutes each. Paper 1 is non

-calculator. Papers 2 and 3 are calculator papers. The exam board is Edexcel. 

The content is broken down as follows. 

 

 

At the Foundation level, students can achieve GCSE grades 1-5, at the Higher level 

students can achieve grades 4-9.  

Grade 9 is the highest grade achievable.  

Grade 4 is a pass. 

Grade 5 is considered a successful pass. 

 Foundation Higher 

Number 25% 15% 

Algebra 20% 30% 

Ratio and Proportion 25% 20% 

Geometry and Measures 15% 20% 

Probability & Statistics 15% 15%  

MATHEMATICS 
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Introduction 

Recognising the important role that Science plays in everyday life, the National 

Curriculum requires that students must study at least two GCSEs in the subject. 

The course offers a substantial introduction into all three main areas of science, 

and will prepare students well for A levels. Students will be working towards a 

single qualification called Combined Science, which is awarded two GCSE grades 

1-1 to 9-9 and counts as two GCSEs. 

Course Structure 

Students will divide their time between Biology, Chemistry and Physics during all three 

years. All of the content studied will be examined in the final exams in Year 11. 

Assessment 

Students are assessed at the end of Year 11. There will be a total of six exams (two 

each for Biology, Chemistry and Physics) each lasting 75 minutes. 

This qualification has no coursework component. Everything will be assessed 

in the exams at the end of the course. 

Topics: 

Biology 

Cell biology  

Organisation  

Infection and response  

Bioenergetics  

Homeostasis and response  

Inheritance, variation and evolution  

Ecology 

Chemistry 

Atomic structure and the periodic table  

Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

Quantitative chemistry  

Chemical changes  

Energy changes  

The rate and extent of chemical change  

Organic chemistry  

Chemical analysis  

Chemistry of the atmosphere  

Using resources 

Physics 

Forces  

Energy  

Waves  

Electricity  

Magnetism and electromagnetism  

Particle model of matter  

Atomic structure 

COMBINED SCIENCE 
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Course Structure 

In Years 10 and 11, students will have Core PE for three hours a fortnight 

and will take part in a wide range of practical activities.  

Activities will include football, netball, rugby, basketball, hockey, 

badminton, fitness, cross country, rounders, table tennis, trampolining, 

dance, handball and volleyball. 

 

Assessment 

In Core PE, students are graded for Attitude to Learning only. 

CORE PE 
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Introduction 

The Personal Development curriculum is focused around educating our learners for 

life so that they are able to leave The Radclyffe School as well-rounded members 

of the community and citizens of modern-day Britain. There are three core 

themes that will be explored at an age appropriate level at Key Stage 3. These 

three themes are:  

Health and Wellbeing - Relationships - Living in the Wider World 

Through the provision the students will be encouraged to: 

¶ develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence 

¶ distinguish right from wrong and respect the civil and criminal law of England 

¶ accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and understand how 

they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the 

locality of the school and society more widely 

¶ further tolerance and trust between different cultural traditions by enabling 

them to appreciate and respect their own and othersô cultures 

¶ respect democracy and support participation in the democratic processes, 

including respect for the basis on which law is made and applied in England. 

Independent Advice and Guidance (IAG) 

IAG ensures students get the support they need to make well informed, realistic 

decisions about their future through careers education, information, advice and 

guidance. All students will receive a 1-1 meeting with a Level 6 Careers Adviser to 

discuss their skills, attributes and aspirations. 

Learnersô Needs 

The careers programme is designed to meet the needs of learners at The Radclyffe 

School. Activities are differentiated and personalised to ensure progression in 

their career learning and development, and to strengthen their motivation, aspirations 

and attainment at school. 

Entitlement  

Learners are entitled to information, advice and guidance, which meets 

professional standards of practice, is delivered by trained staff and is 

person-centred, impartial and confidential.  

Activities will be embedded in the curriculum and based on a partnership with 

learners and their parents/carers. The programme will raise aspirations, challenge 

stereotyping and promote equality and diversity. 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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SECTION 2 

OPTION SUBJECTS 

GCSE Art and Design 15 BTEC Health & Social Care 26 

GCSE Business  16 GCSE History 27 

GCSE Computer Science 17 GCSE Media Studies 28 

BTEC Dance 18 GCSE Music 29 

GCSE Design & Technology 19 RSL Music Vocational 30 

GCSE Drama 20 GCSE Photography 31 

BTEC Drama 21 GCSE PE 32 

NCFE Engineering 22 GCSE Religious Studies 33 

GCSE Food Preparation 

and Nutrition 
23 GCSE Separate Sciences 34 

GCSE French 24 OCR Sport Studies 35 

GCSE Geography 25 Year 9 Options 2024 36 
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Introduction 

This broad and balanced course will allow you to explore a range of Fine Art 

media, techniques and processes, including both traditional and new technologies 

within the Art industry. 

You will cover practical work, along with a study of artists, allowing you to develop 

personal and creative work in at least two Fine Art media such as:  

 

 

 

 
 

Course Structure 

As part of the course, you will produce a portfolio of Art work which will allow 

you to study particular themes in relation to the work of a range of past and 

contemporary artists, crafts persons and designers.  

You will demonstrate skills in composition and design, making appropriate use of colour, 

line, tone, texture, shape and form, in response to an idea, theme or brief. The use 

and development of a personal sketchbook will be a crucial part of the course. You 

will need to explain and critically review your work, through written annotations, as 

this will form a crucial part of the assessment. 

Assessment: Component 1: Coursework 60% - This consists of a portfolio of selected 

work from a series of assignments. 

Component 2: Final Test Exam 40% - You need to produce your own assignment in 

response to an externally set exam paper. You will have nine weeks preparatory time and 

10 hours of supervised work, conducted under exam conditions. The test will form part 

of the exhibition which will be assessed both internally by school staff and by a moderator 

from the AQA board. 

Is it for me? 

An interest in the subject and a willingness to work hard are as important as any 

natural ability when choosing this subject. Home learning will be set half-termly, and will 

be an important part of any course. Students will therefore need a sketch book, HB 

and 2B pencils, colour pencil crayons and an A3 folder or portfolio - all of which are 

available from the Art department as an Art Pack. 

Future Pathways 

Art can be used as a stepping stone to further courses and careers in Art and Design. 

Careers where Art and Design is important include Interior, 3D, Product and Graphic 

Design, Animation, Architecture, Childrenôs Book Illustration, Textiles & Fashion Design, 

Gallery Education, Art Therapy, Set or Costume Design. 

¶ Drawing ¶ Mixed Media 

¶ Painting ¶ Digital media 

¶ Sculpture ¶  

GCSE ART AND DESIGN 
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Introduction 

Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerburg and Lord Sugar have all ran successful businesses. In 

GCSE Business you will learn the skills they use. Candidates will work towards 

gaining an understanding of the issues facing UK businesses in the 21st century. 

The content of the GCSE will be delivered using examples of business activity and 

behaviour from local, national and international contexts. 

Course structure 

The areas of business that this covers are: 

¶ The Business Framework 

¶ Businesses and their Customers 

¶ Producing Goods and Services 

¶ Human Resource Planning 

¶ The External Environment 

¶ Business Finance and Control 

You will also develop skills in presentation, communication, problem 

solving and leadership. 

Assessment 

Written paper 1: 90 marks 

Compulsory short answer questions and compulsory questions based on stimulus 

material. Some of these questions will require extended writing and will assess the 

quality of written communication. 

Written paper 2: 90 marks 

This paper will be a data driven paper, where students are provided with information 

on a particular business, such as a supermarket, and have to use this information 

to answer questions. 

A-Levels: 

GCSE Business can lead to A-Levels in Accounting, Business Studies, Economics 

and Finance. 

Future Pathways 

Business GCSE can be useful for absolutely every job. Business is particularly 

relevant if you want work in Human Resources, Marketing or Finance in either a 

small or large business. It is also relevant if you would like to work as an 

accountant, stockbroker, recruitment consultant or be an entrepreneur and set up 

your own business. 

GCSE BUSINESS 
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Introduction 

Computers are an integral part of modern society with technology touching all 

aspects of life from commerce, healthcare, industry, communication and recreation.  

The pace of change and innovation is rapid. Many companies have an urgent 

need for people who understand this technology, how to create it and how to 

make effective use of it. This course has real relevance in our modern world. 

While learners will no doubt already have some knowledge of computers and 

related areas, the course will give them an in-depth understanding of how 

computer technology works and a look at what goes on ñbehind the scenesò.  

Course structure 

Studying Computer Science will include: 

¶ Network security, including viruses, malware and hacking 

¶ Computer networks and connections 

¶ Memory and storage 

¶ Systems software 

¶ Algorithms and flowcharts 

¶ Programming  

The GCSE in Computer Science is made up of two units both assessed 

through external examinations. Students can achieve grades 9 -1 on this course. 

Assessment 

Unit 1 - Computer Systems - Candidates answer all questions that include a mixture 

of short and long answers based on Computer Systems (50%, written examination). 

Unit 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming - Candidates will be 

required to create algorithms, explain different programming techniques and 

write program code (50%, written examination). 

Is it for me? 

Computing gives learners a real, in-depth understanding of how computer 

technology works. It provides excellent preparation for higher study and jobs 

in the field of computer science, and develops critical thinking, analysis and 

problem solving skills through the study of computer programming. 

Future Pathways 

The number of jobs in computing occupations is growing much faster than average, 

making computer science one of the most viable degree options. It opens the door 

to highly paid careers: Computer science graduates earn some of the highest starting 

salaries of any degree. 

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 
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Introduction 

BTEC Performing Arts Dance helps students develop technical and expressive skills 

as well as knowledge and understanding of dance through performance, choreography 

and critical appreciation of dance.  

This exciting specification enables students to: 

¶ increase their confidence and self-esteem 

¶ employ the skills of problem solving and creativity 

¶ make knowledgeable decisions about dances 

¶ understanding effectiveness of working in teams to develop ideas, 

rehearsals and performances 

¶ develop performance disciplines and styles of dance. 

Course structure 

The course is made up of three components which all students will complete. 

Component 1 (30%): Exploring the Performing Arts. You will develop and 

understand the requirements of being a dancer across a range of performance 

disciplines and performance styles. You will study professional practitionerôs 

choreography. 

Component 2 (30%): Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing 

Arts.  You will develop dance skills and techniques. You will take part in 

workshops to develop technical and expressive dance skills.  

Component 3 (40%): Performing to a Brief. You will work as part of a team 

to create a dance performance in response to a given brief.  

Assessment 

Assignments and units will be assessed using the grading system  

 Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass. 

Future Pathways 

With further study or training students can go on to take various pathways into a 

variety of future careers: A Level in Dance or A Level in Performing Arts, Dance 

Teacher, Leisure and Sports Industry, Professional Dancer, Further Level 3 

courses in Dance and Performing Arts. 

BTEC DANCE 
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Introduction 

Design and Technology prepares students to participate in tomorrowôs rapidly 

changing technologies. They learn to think and intervene creatively to improve 

quality of life.  

Course Structure 

Students combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetics, social and 

environmental issues, functions and industrial practices. As they do so, they 

reflect on and evaluate present and past design and technology, its uses and effects.  

Through design and technology, all students can progress to be discriminating and 

informed users of products, and become innovators of the future. 

At The Radclyffe School, students study Design and Technology in Years 7 to 9 

through a rotation model of Product Design and Textile Design. They then choose 

their GCSE option to follow in Year 10. 

The Faculty currently offers a single GCSE option at KS4 although students are able 

to decide between timbers and textiles for their material specialism. 

Assessment 

The GCSE Design and Technology option provides students with core knowledge 

relating to all materials areas whilst giving them the opportunity to specialise on 

one particular area. The course is underpinned by the iterative process which is 

introduced at KS3.  

It is design based and each student will have to complete a Non-Examination Assessment 

which is 50% of the final grade. This includes producing a design folder as well as 

manufacturing a product to a given design problem. The design folder will include 

evidence of investigating the design task, developing design proposals, planning the 

manufacture of a chosen design and also the final product evaluation.  

There will be one final examination which is 50% of the final grade. It is where students 

will be tested on their design skills and their individual knowledge of materials, 

tools, processes and industrial production methods including CAD (Computer Aided 

Design) and CAM (Computer Aided Manufacturing). 

Future Pathways 

This subject can lead to careers in the design industry, including Product Design, 

Graphic Design, Web Design, Fashion Design, Manufacturing, Engineering, 

Architecture, and Mechanical Engineering. 

GCSE DESIGN AND  

TECHNOLOGY 
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Introduction 

Students will have had experience of Drama during Key Stage 3. This experience, and 

the key skills developed will help them succeed in GCSE Drama. Students will develop 

their creating and performance skills to a much higher level at KS4, working towards 

both devised and scripted performances in front of a live audience. You will analyse 

plays in more detail through your own performances and through live theatre visits; 

investigating the different ways of bringing a script to life on stage.  

This is a challenging, exciting and creative GCSE course. It will give you a greater 

understanding of Drama and the Performing Arts industry as well as developing 

practical performance skills. All students will devise their own drama as well as 

explore and perform play texts. You can be sure to gather many invaluable skills, both 

theatrical and transferable.  

Course structure and assessment 

The GCSE Drama content is divided into three components: 

Component one - Understanding Drama - The study of a set text, knowledge 

and understanding of drama and theatre and an analysis and evaluation of a 

live theatre production. (80 marks, 40% of GCSE) 

Component two - Devising Drama - Students must work in groups to create an 

original piece of theatre. They must complete a devising log (2500 words), an 

analysis and evaluation of their own work. Students will learn how to create 

and develop ideas to communicate meaning in a devised theatrical performance, 

and develop their ability to: carry out research, develop their own ideas, 

collaborate with others, rehearse, refine and amend their work in progress, 

analyse and evaluate their own process of creating devised drama. (80 marks, 

40% of GCSE) 

Component three - Text in Practice - You will rehearse and perform two 

extracts from one play. This is a practical component in which students 

are assessed on their ability to apply acting skills and to realise artistic 

intentions in live performance. (40 marks, 20% of GCSE) 

Future Pathways 

The course provides clear progression to AS and A-level and the specification 

ensures continuity for students progressing from GCSE Drama to AS and A 

level Drama and Theatre. 

Transferable skills you will learn include how to collaborate with others, think 

analytically and evaluate effectively. You will gain the confidence to pursue your 

own ideas, and reflect and refine your efforts. Whatever the future holds, students 

of GCSE Drama emerge with a toolkit of transferable skills, applicable both in 

further studies and in the workplace.  

GCSE DRAMA 
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Introduction 

This is an exciting and creative BTEC course. It will allow students to gain a greater 

understanding of Drama and the Performing Arts industry as well as developing 

practical performance skills. Students can be sure to gather many invaluable skills, both 

theatrical and transferable. BTEC Performing Arts Drama helps students develop acting 

skills as well as knowledge and understanding of Drama through creating, performing 

and critical responses to Drama. Students will also gain invaluable knowledge of the 

Performing Arts industry. 

This exciting specification enables students to: 

¶ increase their confidence and self-esteem 

¶ employ the skills of problem solving and creativity 

¶ make creative decisions when creating Drama pieces 

¶ understanding effectiveness of working in teams to develop ideas, 

rehearsals and performances as an actor/designer 

¶ develop performance disciplines in different styles of Drama. 

Course structure and Assessment 

Students will complete three components: 

Component 1 (30%): Exploring the Performing Arts. You will develop and 

understand the requirements of being an actor or designer looking at different 

performance scripts and styles. You will study professional practitioners and 

plays and create your own performances of these as an actor/designer. 

Component 2 (30%): Developing Skills and Techniques of the actor. You will take 

part in acting and design workshops leading to a final scripted performance as an 

actor/designer. 

Component 3 (40%): Performing to a Brief. You will work as part of a team to 

create your own devised Drama performance in response to a given brief set by 

the exam board as an actor/designer.  

Components will be assessed using the following grading system: 

 Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass. 

Future Pathways 

With further study or training students can go on to take various pathways into a 

variety of future careers: A Level in Drama or A Level in Performing Arts; Drama 

Teacher, Professional Actor, backstage, design or technical roles within the Performing 

Arts industry. 

BTEC DRAMA 
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NCFE ENGINEERING 

Introduction 

The Level 1/2 Technical Award in Engineering is designed to provide learners with 

the skills, knowledge and understanding of the applied study of good engineering 

practices and an understanding of working in the sector. 

Course structure  

Throughout this qualification, learners will gain valuable knowledge of:  

¶ engineering disciplines  

¶ applied science and mathematics in engineering  

¶ reading engineering drawings  

¶ properties, characteristics and selection of engineering materials 

¶ engineering tools, equipment and machines 

¶ hand drawn engineering drawings 

¶ computer-aided design (CAD) engineering drawings  

¶ production planning techniques  

¶ Applied processing skills and techniques   

Learners are required to complete 2 mandatory units.  

¶ Non-exam assessment (NEA) 60%, internally assessed 

¶ Examined assessment (EA) e40%, externally assessed 

They must also achieve a minimum of a Level 1 pass in the internal and external 

assessments. 

Assessment 

The first part of the qualification comprises a written exam of 90 minutes, a mix of 

multiple choice, short answer and extended response questions, marked out of 80. 

The assessment is set and marked externally. This represents 40% of the technical 

award. 

The second part is assessed through a synoptic project which students undertake 

when all the teaching content has been delivered. It is set by NCFE and graded 

internally. This part represents 60% of the technical award. 

Future Pathways 

Learners with this qualification might progress to A Level in Design Technology or 

Physics, Level 2 and 3 qualifications in Engineering or apprenticeships in varied fields 

such as Aerospace Engineer, or Electrical/Electronic Engineering. 
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GCSE FOOD PREPARATION 

AND NUTRITION 

Introduction 

Food Preparation and Nutrition focuses on both the practical and theory side of 

food. Students will learn about effective and safe cooking skills by planning, 

preparing and cooking a variety of dishes whilst using different cooking techniques 

and equipment.  

Course structure 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the functional properties 

and chemical characteristics of food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional 

content of food and drinks.  

A heavy focus will be placed on understanding the relationship between diet, 

nutrition and health, including the physiological and psychological effects of poor 

diet and health. 

Students will learn about nutritional and sensory qualities of food and microbiological 

food safety considerations. They will understand and explore a range of ingredients 

and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional British and international) 

to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes. 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed through non-exam assessment and exam assessment. 

Non-exam assessment 50% 

This is broken down into two parts: 

 Task 1: Food Investigation (15%) - students will investigate the 

working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients and 

produce a written report. 

 Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment (35%) - students will prepare, 

cook and present a final menu of three dishes within three hours. 

Exam assessment 50% 

There will be one final examination, which is 50% of the final grade. 

Future Pathways 

This provides a good foundation for courses or employment which involve food 

preparation, cooking or food manufacture. This GCSE also assists students with 

an interest in sports careers such as coaching or personal training, health care/ 

medicine and child care due to the nutrition aspect of the course. 
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Introduction 

94% of the world does not speak English as their first language, and 75% does not 

speak English at all. 

Course Structure 

Language lessons will offer a variety of activities aiming to develop listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills, including pair and group work, listening to and making 

recordings both audio and video as well as using ICT to communicate with native 

speakers or practise language skills. 

Contexts and topics covered are: 

Identity and Culture - healthy and unhealthy lifestyles, relationships, future 

plans, family celebrations, cultural traditions. 

International dimension - free time and the media, new technology, social 

issues and equality, global environmental problems. 

Local area, holiday and travel - home and local area, tourism, holiday plans and 

experiences, local environmental issues. 

School and future aspirations - school, college and future plans, looking for 

and getting a job, advantages and inconveniences of different jobs. 

Assessment 

The four language skills will be assessed: Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing. Students will be assessed against the new GCSE criteria, which will 

involve  equally weighted exams at the end of the course, with lots of support 

and practice beforehand.  

Is it for me? 

Studying French will help students to be more employable, and to develop useful 

transferable skills. The subject will teach students more about Francophone 

communities - you will learn about cultural aspects of French-speaking communities 

around the world. 

French will help you to get into university - several courses including Medicine and Law ask 

for a Modern Foreign Language to be considered for a place. 

Students will have fun - lessons are interactive with an emphasis on group work, 

problem solving and independent learning. 

Future Pathways 

Languages are an asset in jobs as diverse as accountancy, the travel industry, 

computer game design, engineering, journalism or law. Employers highly 

regard foreign language skills.   

GCSE FRENCH 
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Introduction 

The world we live in is changing rapidly. China is developing into a Superpower; 

we can make contact with our friends at the touch of a button, play games and 

interact with people on the other side of the world. Shop, download music and 

films from the internet and holiday anywhere on the globe. GCSE Geography will 

help you to understand these changes and help you to develop as a global citizen. 

Course Structure 

Students will follow the AQA syllabus, which is a rigorous and challenging 

course divided into three sections 

¶ Living with the physical environment - Students will study how people 

live with and respond to the challenges of natural hazards, including 

earthquakes, volcanoes, tropical storms and floods, and climate change. 

They will discover aspects of global ecosystems including tropical rainforests 

and cold environments. They will find out how the physical processes 

shape the world that we live in by studying coastal landforms and rivers.  

¶ Challenges in the Human environment - Students will study the Changing 

economic world, urban issues, the challenges of living in Manchester and 

Rio de Janeiro, and the challenges of resource management including energy, 

food and water.  

¶ Geographical Applications - here students will participate in two field 

studies, one to study Human Geography and one to study Physical Geography. 

They will also evaluate an issue based on information which the examiners 

release 12 weeks before the final exam. You will develop skills that employers 

and universities want. 

Assessment 

There will be three examination papers: 

Paper 1 - Living with the physical environment (written, 90 mins, 35%) 

Paper 2 - Challenges in the human environment (written, 90 mins, 35%) 

Paper 3 - Issues evaluation, fieldwork and skills (written, 90 mins, 30%) 

Future Pathways  

The Russell Group of universities calls Geography a ófacilitatingô subject because 

of the skills and knowledge it gives students, enabling access to a wide range of 

futures. Geography can lead you to many careers: tourism, finance, law, journalism 

and accountancy build on the skills used in Geography or into specific careers 

such as weather/climate careers, environmental consultancy or development 

work. 

GCSE GEOGRAPHY 
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Introduction 

About 3 million people in the UK work in health and social care. In healthcare, 

this includes jobs such as doctors, pharmacists, nurses, midwives, healthcare 

assistants and administrators, while social care roles include care assistants, 

social workers, occupational therapists and counsellors. Demand for both 

health and social care is likely to continue to rise, so it is sure to continue to 

play a key role in UK society, and the demand for people to fill these vital jobs 

will increase. 

Students apply learning to real life scenarios, develop practical transferable 

skills. Components build on each other to help students grow in confidence, and 

gain a taste of the Health and Social Care sector. 

Course Structure 

The course is made up of three components: two internally assessed and one 

that is externally assessed. In theory lessons students will build confidence and 

knowledge ready to complete assignments in each block. 

The three blocks are Explore, Develop and Apply. 

Explore ï Human Life span 

Internally assessed assignments  - 30% of the full course 

Develop ï Health and Social Care Services and Values 

Internally assessed assignments  - 30% of the full course 

Apply ï Health and Wellbeing 

Externally assessed Task  - 40% of the full course 

Assessment  

Assignments and units will be assessed using the grading system Distinction*, 

Distinction, Merit, Pass. 

Future Pathways 

BTEC Health and Social Care opens up a wide range of opportunities to our students.  

Students can go on to study A-Levels and Level 3 Vocational Qualifications in 

Health and Social Care. The list of potential careers is endless within health care 

professions - Physiotherapists, Social services, Homecare and Community services, 

Midwifery, Nursing And Pharmacy. 

BTEC HEALTH &  

SOCIAL CARE 
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Introduction 

The study of History is an important part of an all-round education, and offers a 

range of career opportunities. Students develop transferable skills including 

decision making, research, communication, ICT and social skills, organising 

evidence and information. 

History bridges the gap between art and science and enables students to keep up 

to date with issues concerning Britain and the World today. It develops confidence 

and enables students to take part in lively debates. 

Teaching and learning is achieved through a variety of different methods, individual 

work, class teaching, group work, debate, note taking. In addition to this, regular 

testing, exam questions and essay writing are important parts of the course. 

Course structure 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historical environment (30%) 

Medicine in Britain c 1200-present day  

The British Sector of the Western Front 1914-1918: injuries, treatments 

and trenches 

Paper 2: Period study and depth study (40%) 

Early Elizabethan England 1558 - 1588,  

Superpower relations and the Cold War 1941 - 1991 

Paper 3: Modern depth study (30%) 

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 - 1939 

Assessment 

The GCSE will be 100% external examination. This will involve three written papers 

covering all aspects of the course. Students will be awarded a grade 9-1. 

Is it for me? 

History aims to prepare young people for life, the world of work and further 

study. The school follows the EDEXCEL GCSE. Students acquire a range of 

study and work related skills, as well as learning about the past and modern 

world.  

The course aims to build on skills and knowledge students have learned in Key 

Stage 3. Historical skills will be applied to new and interesting topics. If you enjoy 

investigating the past, writing essays, making notes, reading, analysing evidence 

and presenting your own ideas and opinions, History is the subject for you. 

GCSE HISTORY 
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Introduction 

Media Studies is a highly analytical and theoretical based course with a small 

practical element. It should be chosen by students who are good at and/or enjoy 

English Language and Literature. Please watch the Media Options video for more 

information about the course and its demands. 

Course structure 

Year 10 ï Students will study media language and representations through print 

media (magazine front covers, film posters, print adverts and newspaper front 

covers). Students will also study media industries and audiences through film, 

gaming, radio and newspapers. 

Year 11 ï Students will complete their controlled assessment before studying moving 

media: television and music (industry, audience, language and representations). 

Assessment 

Unit 1 - Examination Students sit two written GCSE examination papers in 

the summer of Year 11. (70% of GCSE) 

Unit 2 ï Controlled Assessment Students will plan, create and produce 

their own media text based on a task and brief provided by the exam 

board. 30% of the GCSE 

Equipment and Hands-on Experience 

The Media Studies department is well equipped to aid students when completing 

the production task, with a suite of new iPads and microphones. We host guest 

speakers and organise trips to Media City and The Museum of the Moving Image in 

Bradford. After school on a Thursday, catch-up sessions allow students to work on 

their planning and production assignments and develop professional and high-

quality pieces of controlled assessment.  

Future Pathways 

Studying the Media could be the first step to a career in journalism, the music 

industry, radio, film or television production. It could also lead you into the fields of 

advertising, marketing, promotions or publicity. Media Studies can be taken at A/AS 

and Degree level and uses skills essential in subjects such as English and the 

Humanities. It combines equally well with practical subjects like Graphics and ICT. 

GCSE MEDIA STUDIES 



 

нф 

Introduction 

The department offers Eduqas GCSE Music as an option at KS4. It may be more 

suitable for Torch route students but is open to all option routes. 

Course structure 

The course has three core components; Understanding Music, Performing Music, and 

Composing Music. You will explore music from around the world including popular 

music, music of different cultures and classical music.  

Assessment 

Understanding Music includes a written examination (75 minutes, 40% of grade) 

- testing on elements of music as well as set works studied in depth during 

the course. These include Badinerie by Bach, and Africa by Toto. 

Performing Music - You will perform two pieces; one as a solo, the other in an 

ensemble. These performances must last for a total of at least four minutes.  

Composing Music - You must create two pieces of music that you have composed 

yourself. One of these pieces is completely free choice, in any style you like. The 

second piece is set to a brief that comes from the exam board. To complete this 

you will be working with our Music Technology suite and alongside professional 

composers to support your work.  

Is it for me? 

There are opportunities to perform in professional venues with professional 

musicians, dramatists and technicians from across the UK. 

The course offers opportunities to attend performances at BBC Studios, Manchester 

theatres and the University of Manchester. 

Music students are ñhappyò and feel supported by staff. The courses are challenging 

and stretch students. The learning is different to other subjects and is really enjoyable! 

We often run collaborative projects alongside Drama and the other SPA subjects 

and students have described these as ñfantastic opportunities.ò 

Future pathways 

GCSE Music is accepted at all colleges and is an excellent qualification to have if 

you want to study performing arts at college and beyond. It is also one of the 

most sought after GCSEs by Universities to study degrees in Medicine and Law! 

Over 2 million people worked in the creative industries in 2014, this figure has risen 

each year since 2000, one of the largest sectors in the UK. 

GCSE MUSIC 



 

ол 

RSL MUSIC VOCATIONAL 

Introduction 

The department offers Eduqas Vocational Award Level 2 Performing Arts (Music) as 

an option at KS4. This is a fantastic vocational course with a focus on providing 

students an understanding of practical use of Arts skills in a variety of careers. 

Course Structure 

To complete this course you must successfully complete three units of study.  

¶ Unit 1: Performing 

¶ Unit 2: Creating 

¶ Unit 3: Performing Arts in Practice (Externally Assessed) 

In these units, you will learn all about the equipment that we use in the Music 

Industry to record and produce the music we listen to. You will learn the skills and 

knowledge required to work within the creative industry (nearly 20% of the UK 

workforce) In each unit, you will build up a portfolio of tracks that you have created 

and performed. At the end of the course you will have a portfolio of your own music. 

This can support you in your further study or gaining employment within the music 

industry later in your career. 

You will also have an understanding of how funding works within the creative industry 

and have the opportunity to learn business skills and bid for some funding to run a 

live Music event. 

Assessment 

Eduqas Technical Awards are equivalent to one GCSE and include elements of 

written internal/external assessment and practical internal/external assessment. 

These courses are accepted by colleges and universities as routes to further 

study. The structure of this course allows students to select and personalise their 

learning to focus on music and areas of creativity that they find interesting. 

Students get to contribute to the design of their overall learning journey.  

Is it for me?  

¶ Are you interested in Dance, Hip-Hop or Pop Music? 

¶ Are you interested in the business aspect of the Music Industry 

¶ Do you enjoy making óbeatsô? 

¶ Do you want to design your own course of study and select your own topics? 

Future Pathways  

Students who complete the RSL Music course can go on to further study at A Level 

Music or Music Technology, Level 3 Diploma in Radio Production, Level 3 Diploma in 

Creative Media, or Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative Media. 
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Introduction and Course structure 

Students produce a portfolio of work to study particular themes relating to the 

work of a range of past and contemporary artists and photographers. Developing 

ideas through digital techniques and media, and using programmes such as 

Photoshop, form a major part of each assignment.  

Students will explore various approaches, demonstrating skills in composition, 

viewpoint and depth of field making appropriate use of colour, line, tone, texture, 
shape and form, in response to an idea, theme or brief. Students will need to 

explain and critically review their work, through written annotations, as this will 

form a crucial part of the assessment. 

During the course, you will cover at least one of the areas below:  

¶ Architecture photography (working from the built or natural environment).  

¶ Portraiture 

¶ Still Life photography, (working from natural or manufactured objects).  

¶ Documentary photography, photo journalism, narrative 

photography, reportage  

¶ Fine Art photography, photographic installation  

¶ New media practice such as computer manipulated photography and 

photographic projections 

Assessment: Component 1 Coursework - 60%. This consists of a portfolio of 

selected work from a series of assignments. 

Unit 2: Externally-set Exam - 40%. Your need to produce your own assignment 

in response to an externally set paper. You will have nine weeks preparatory time 

and 10 hours supervised work under examination conditions. The test will form 

part of the exhibition, which is assessed both internally and by a moderator from 

the AQA board. 

Is it for me? 

An interest in the subject and a willingness to work hard are as important as any 

natural ability when choosing this subject. No prior experience of photography is 

needed, a camera will be provided for you. 

Future Pathways 

There are many careers where a qualification in Photography is desirable. These 

include several arts-based and creative fields, involving working as a Freelance or 

Corporate Photographer, working in publishing or production as well as in the 

fashion or film industry. 

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Introduction 

Students will need an excellent attitude to learning, good ability in English and 

an interest in PE and sport that extends to participating competitively outside 

school. You will also need a willingness to work hard in the classroom and in 

practical lessons, where full PE kit every lesson is also essential.  

Course Structure 

You will study a range of sports. You will be assessed in Athletics, Table Tennis, 

Basketball, Football, Badminton, Volleyball, Dance, Cricket, Netball and Trampolining. 

The course involves five one-hour lessons per fortnight, plus home learning. 

If there is another sport that you take part in outside school to a high level, it 

may be possible to use video evidence to assess you in this area.. 

Assessment 

Exam paper 1: The Human Body and Movement (60 minutes, 30% of overall grade) 

Applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training, use of data 

Exam paper 2 (60 minutes, 30% of overall grade) 

Sports psychology, socio-cultural influences, health, fitness & well-being, use of data 

Non examined material: Practical sport unit (40% of overall grade) 

Teacherïassessed, moderated by OCR, 100 marks. Practical performance in 

three physical activities in the role of player/performer worth 10% for each sport  

- one team activity, one individual, one in either team or individual sport. 10% 

of NEA is coursework based on training methods that improve performance in a 

particular sport. 

Is it for me? 

Students need to have an interest in sport and a high level of commitment and 

motivation. 40% of the course is assessed on practical ability, you need to be 

able to perform at a good level in a range of sporting areas and be prepared to 

work hard during practical lessons. Playing sports outside school is an advantage. 

Do not expect this course to be completely practical. A large amount of time will 

be spent learning the course content in preparation for the exams. 

Future Pathways 

GCSE PE can lead to further academic courses such as A Level Physical Education 

and Level 3 Cambridge Nationals/Technicals Sport Studies. 

The sports industry is a multi million pound business today and with further study 

and training, students could find employment in many different areas of sport, 

including PE teaching, leisure industry, sports coaching, sport and industry, sport 

and technology, personal training. 

GCSE PE 
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Introduction 

GCSE Religious Studies is made up of two elements: The study of religion and 

themes. The study of religion involves an in-depth study of two religious traditions: 

Christianity and Islam. We then go on to study themes which are made up of 

philosophical and moral concepts such as abortion and the death penalty. Whilst 

studying these themes we consider beliefs within Christianity, Islam and the UK. 

Course Structure 

We follow the AQA exam board specification A. During the course the focus will 

be on both the practical and ethical application of religious teaching in the 

modern world. You will have five lessons per fortnight in school with homework 

and additional reading as directed by your class teacher. 

Assessment 

The GCSE qualification consists of two written examination papers at the end of 

year 11. Each paper lasts 1 hour 45 minutes. 

Is it for me? 

Religious Studies is all about people, religion, culture, morality (what is right and 

wrong) and philosophy (asking big questions). As well as learning facts and 

gaining knowledge about religious beliefs and practices, this course encourages 

students to develop skills of empathy, critical thinking and debate.  

To be successful in this GCSE, you will need to be able to discuss and evaluate 

key issues, including contemporary moral issues such as the death penalty. 

Religious Studies is a literacy based subject. Therefore, students also need 

to be competent in extended writing and be keen to learn new subject-specific 

terminology. 

Future Pathways 

Religious Studies GCSE is a valuable qualification for anyone wishing to work in 

sectors of the employment market where communication skills are important. Jobs 

in the caring professions such as nursing, nursery work, social work or teaching, 

require skills of empathy and tolerance that Religious Studies fosters in its 

students. People who study Religious Studies also go on to careers in politics, the 

civil service, journalism, the media and the charity sector.  

As an academic subject, Religious Studies complements other Humanities subjects 

such as History, as well as social science subjects like Sociology and Psychology.  

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 


