
          

Positive Steps is a registered charity that provides career guidance services in Oldham, Rochdale and Tameside.   
We also provide an Employment & Skills Service and a range of other support services for young people, adults and families. 

QUALIFICATION PATHWAYS | A GUIDE 

 

 
 

At least 

5 x grade 4 or above  
Including English and Maths 

Less than 

5 x grade 4 or above  
or don’t achieve English or Maths 

 

TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

o GCSE re-sits or/plus a 
vocational Diploma 

WORK-BASED 

o Study Programmes 
o Traineeships 

 

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 

o A Levels 

o Extended Diplomas 

o Subsidiary Diplomas 

TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

o Extended Diplomas 

o Diplomas 

WORK-BASED 

o Advanced 
Apprenticeships 

o NVQ Level 3 
o Skilled Employment 

 

UNIVERSITY 

o Foundation Degrees 

o Undergraduate Degrees 

o Masters’ Degrees 

o Doctorate Degrees 

 

TECHNICAL COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 

o Higher National 
Certificates (HNC) 

o Higher National Diplomas 

(HND) 

WORK-BASED 

o Higher Apprenticeships 
o Degree Apprenticeships 
o Skilled Employment 

 

School Year 11 

Level 3  

Level 4+ 

Up to Level 2  

T Levels 


