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Student team take their places 

New Student Leadership Team 

A buzz of election fever surrounded the school as the end of term approached, as we 

sought to appoint our new Student Leadership Team for 2022-23.  

Following the appointment last month 

of our Prefects, nineteen students have 

put themselves forward, and after a 

vote of students and staff, the process 

reached its conclusion with the students 

interviewed by Headteacher Mr Cregg 

and other members of staff. Student 

Leadership Team has now officially 

taken up its duties in school.  

Congratulations to new Head Boy James 

Walsh and Head Girl Fatima Tamanna. 

Supporting them will be Deputy Head 

Girls Husneara Begum and Daisy 

Greenwood, and Deputy Head Boys 

Damola Fasua and Imamul Hoque.  

The student leadership team are role models for students in all year groups. They are 

representatives for the school, attending and speaking at major events in the life of the 

school, from Open Evening to Presentation Evening 

Each year we have several special roles on the team. Our Inclusion Ambassadors are Arifa 

Usha, Damion Austin and Amira Fatima. The role has been streamlined this year helping to 

promote equality and access to opportunities for all our students. As well as assisting 

with the move up to secondary school for Year 7 students, the ambassadors should 

also be involved with extra curricular activities, supporting students with special education 

needs and disabilities, and promoting the social skills kindness and friendship of students 

throughout the school. 

Our Ambition Ambassadors are Loki Sanderson and Abdul Hadi Ahmed. Their new role 

will seek to raise aspirations for students as they progress through school. They will 

support varied experiences out of school including university visits. 

Oxford visit is music to students’ ears 

MiSST Radley College Residential 

Our ongoing membership of the Music in Secondary 

Schools Trust provides all our students in KS3 the 

chance to learn a musical instrument. For a select 

group of these students, a visit to an incredible location 

in the Oxfordshire countryside for an amazing musical 

experience provided the highlight of the year  - the 

Radley College Residential. 

The students worked with other children from the 

MiSST schools across the country. With intensive tuition 

and the chance to perform in concert, the trip boosted 

students’ confidence, improved teamwork, resilience and stamina. 
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Summer Show makes welcome return 

High School Musical 

‘The show must go on’ they say, and so it did, with students playing students in three 

excellent performances of High School Musical. 

Our first summer show since 2019 meant that almost all the cast had little experience 

of previous performances, so did exceptionally well learning how to perform in such a 

professional manner. 

A big thank you to parents and to everyone who came along to see the shows, joined 

in with the songs and helped to make the show a success. 

We even had time to add in a special performance at school for students in Year 7,  

which will we hope inspire others to have the confidence to perform. The skills that our 

students develop from the summer show and other performance opportunities are of 

great value across the curriculum and of immense use in employment and other places. 

So enjoy some images here of our fantastic performers in action. 
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New platform supports students in Maths 

SPARX Maths  

Whatever your starting point in Maths, a little extra support can go a long way to building 

students’ confidence and understanding. We have recently introduced a new online 

platform, Sparx Maths, to support students in their home 

learning. 

Students will all have received their log-in details and 

created their accounts, but you may like to take some 

simple steps to help them make the most of their learning. 

Sparx home learning is tailored to each student, giving 

them just the right amount of challenge, based on topics 

their teacher has set. There are three parts - compulsory, 

XP Boost and Target. Alongside questions at varying levels 

of difficulty, the platform offers support videos to help them 

grasp the ideas. 

It’s important to use a book for working out and for teachers 

to keep trach of students’ progress. In Sparx, every question 

has a ‘bookwork code’ - students should write this down 

alongside their working and answers, which encourages 

them to keep a record of all their workings. 

If your child gets stuck, encourage them to make an attempt 

without help. This helps their teacher to know what they 

are working on and the level they are working at. Watch 

the help videos that go with each question with your child. 

If your child gets a question wrong three times in a row the 

programme will suggest they ask for help from their teacher. 

To help the teacher, you may wish to support your child in 

writing down their working in their book, which helps to 

identify any problems. 

Where students have been set compulsory home learning, 

Sparx will email parents with updates on how much work 

they have completed. The email also includes a short video 

you can use to further support your child in answering more 

advanced questions. 

Head of Maths, Ms Adenwala said, “‘Sparx is a fantastic 

resource and removes barriers for all our students. It is 

helpful in developing fluency and confidence in maths. It 

allows students an opportunity to progress and excel in every topic area. It is a good 

resource for revision and will help prepare for assessments.  Parents/Carers who may 

not have been previously able to help their child can now watch the videos and help 

their child.” 

I would encourage parents to watch the support video and 

please keep checking home learning progress. Evidence shows 

that regular home learning makes a significant difference to 

how well students achieve in GCSEs.” 
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Changes to the Year 

Manager Team 

At the end of term we 

said goodbye to Year 9 

Manager Mrs Longley, 

and as a result there has 

been a ‘reshuffle’ in the 

team. 

From September the 

Year Managers will be: 

Year 7 - Mr Dickson 

Year 8 - Mr Lunt 

Year 9 - Miss Hunt 

Year 10 - Mrs Thompson 

Year 11 - Mr Miah 

+++++++++++++++ 

“Travel broadens the 

mind” so they say, so at 

The Radclyffe School we 

are delighted to take our 

students to visit many 

exciting places both 

locally and further away. 

In the past year our trips 

out have taken us to: 

• London 

• Llandudno 

• Manchester University 

• Saddleworth 

• Winmarleigh Hall 

• Huddersfield University 

• Clitheroe 

• Edge Hill University 

• Salford Quays 

• Oxford 

• Cambridge University 

• and Oldham! 

News  

in Brief 

Students see democracy in action 

Westminster visit 

It was an exciting time to visit the Houses of Parliament for 

a team of students this month. As Westminster buzzes with 

ministerial resignations, leadership elections and talk of 

government changes, the students gained a first hand look 

at how Parliament works. 

Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the group were allowed 

access to Downing Street to see the homes of the Prime 

Minister, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer next door. 

No sign on the day of senior members of the Government, 

busy with their own election, and sadly no sign on a very 

hot day of Larry the Downing Street cat. But there was 

every opportunity for students to have their photograph 

taken in front of the iconic door - could any of our students 

turn out to be a future Prime Minster?  

Moving on to the Palace of Westminster, which boasts a 

modern, dedicated Education Centre, where our guides 

introduced the work of MPs and Lords, Government and 

backbenchers. A tour of the Houses of Parliament was a 

chance to learn the history of an incredible building, as well 

as spotting famous faces from politics and media. Both the 

Lords and Commons were sitting, so students were able to 

observe debates from the Public Gallery, as important pieces 

of legislation were debated. 

Returning to the Education Centre, the students put what 

they had seen into practice in a workshop showing them 

the process that Parliament follows to pass laws. On their 

own Government and Opposition benches the team debated 

the pros and cons of making travel free for all Under 18 

year olds. 

The Parliament visit gives students an unforgettable first-

hand experience of how democracy works. The students 

represented the school really well, and we can look forward 

to repeating the visit in future. 
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Polished Performance of Practical Poetry 

Poetry by Heart 2022 

How well could you memorise and then perform a favourite poem? This challenge was 

faced by all the students in Year 7 as the term came to an end, with the long-awaited 

return of the ‘Poetry by Heart’ competition. 

The Grand Final of the contest took place in the Library, with two representatives from 

each of 11 classes. Following class heats these students were nominated as a result of 

their performance. Ahead of the event teachers in the English faculty held a special 

workshop for the finalists, helping them with the art of performance poetry. Examples 

of famous poets, together with previous winners in school provided the encouragement 

needed to the students to do their best in this year’s event. 

For the final, students were offered the choice of eight poems, but were also welcome 

to choose their own or even include something they had written themselves. The quality 

of performance proved impressive, from a group who were doing so for the first time.  

After everyone had performed, judge Mrs Longley gave all the students excellent feedback 

on their performance. Teacher of English Mr Hedge said, “The judges were given a 

difficult task in choosing a winner with so many strong performers. We felt it was im-

portant to reward all the finalists - there were medals and a poetry anthology for all the 

nominees - but in the end there had to be a winner.” 

Or two in fact! Many congratulations to our Poetry by Heart Champions 2022, Zeeshan 

and Abdul who took home their trophies as well as two books, The Hunger Games by 

Suzanne Collins and Raven’s Gate by Anthony Horowitz. Special mentions too for 

their excellent performances to Syed and Muzammil. 

The Poems Performed 

Students chose from these poems 

The School Boy -  

William Blake   

To the Moon -  

Percy Shelley 

When I am dead, my dearest 

   Christina Rosetti 

And the bees still buzz - 

Ryan Williams 

The British -  

Benjamin Zephaniah 

The Head’s Hideout - 

Kit Wright 

The Dog - 

Rabindranath Tagore 

Flag -  

John Agard  

Please Mrs Butler 

Allan Ahlberg 
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Welcoming our new Year 7 

Transition and Induction Day 

For our new students who will be starting at the school in September, the chance to 

have a gentle introduction to life at the Radclyffe School is an important annual 

milestone. We were delighted then to welcome students to a summer Induction Day 

for the first time in three years. 

In what we hope will be a helpful change, the New Parents’ Evening moved to before 

the Induction Day, giving parents their own opportunity to ask questions and find out 

more. Thank you to everyone who took the time to attend. 

Coming from a total of 27 different primary schools across Oldham, the children got to 

know  the routines of the school, and toured the building so they will be familiar with 

how they make their way around from September. Guided skilfully by the Peer Mentors 

Team, the focus this year was on the support they will gain from our unique Personal 

Learning Guide system. 

Every student in school meets as a small group under the guidance of their Personal 

Learning Guide, a member of staff who will act as a coach and mentor to them 

throughout their time at The Radclyffe School. Over the past year we have built on this 

support by combining PLG groups in pairs for each morning’s Welcome and Wellbeing 

time, while retaining the one-to-one meetings that help to address student’s individual 

needs. 

The new PLG team for Year 7 are looking forward to getting to know our new starters 

in September – among them are several members of staff who are new too!  

Attendance & Punctuality 

For students to reach their potential and achieve as highly as they can, the importance 

of being at school, and being on time can’t be underestimated. Whilst the efforts we 

have made in the past two years to enable students to learn at home when for whatever 

reason they can’t be in school, we know the experience of being at school is helpful to 

students’ performance. 

We are immensely grateful for all the efforts that parents and carers make each day to 

ensure your children are in school and on time - as we are impressed by the lengths 

that students go to, particularly where they face many different challenges that might 

prevent or delay them. 

Overall attendance through this school year to the 

beginning of this month was 93.7%, which though it 

is moving in the right direction, remains lower than 

before Covid-19. Our Attendance Team works with 

families to enable students to maintain the highest 

levels of attendance possible. They encourage parents 

to ensure that when children have minor ailments 

they do not take time off school - often being around 

their peer group gives them a boost that improves 

how they are feeling. 

Arriving to school on time is also vital so students 

can make the best start to the day. Please ensure or 

encourage your child to be in school by 8.30am each 

morning. 



 

8 

Year 10 get working ready 

Work Experience Week 

As an important milestone in preparing students for life beyond school, 167 of our Year 10 

students spent a week this term completing a work experience placement. This is three 

times the number of students we have had out on work experience than in previous years, 

and the students did exceptionally well in a broad choice of job roles and businesses. 

Some students had a firm idea of where they wanted to work and 

the experience they wished to gain, others found the time a useful 

introduction to the world of work as they decide what they want to 

do - their ‘employers’ ranged from pharmacists to garages, solicitors 

to hairdressers. Other students found placements in primary 

schools, nurseries, shops and even in ‘back office’ functions at The 

Radclyffe School 

Miss Parkinson said, “The employers have had nothing but praise 

for our students. Some of the young people have successfully 

secured summer and part time jobs! It has been a pleasure to 

hear the success stories from employers on how our students 

have applied themselves and most importantly a number of 

students now have direction for their future ambitions.” 

On behalf of the Careers Team, we would like to thank all the employers for supporting 

our students and providing such worthwhile experiences that all the young people have 

appreciated greatly! 

“If you think 

your teacher 

is tough, wait 

‘til you have a 

boss.” 

Bill Gates 
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The world of work broadens students’ aspirations 

Build Your Future 

For students who chose not to go out on work experience, a special week of learning in 

school offered its own inspiring insight into the world of work and the bewildering 

choice of careers that are available now, or could be in the future.  

Monday and Tuesday provided the students with ‘Employer Encounters’, as they got to 

meet people working in a broad range of businesses and other organisations from 

across Oldham and beyond. 

We followed that up with a day focused on students’ next steps, what they will need to 

do as they move on from The Radclyffe School in just a year’s time. While college 

might be the most popular route, it isn’t the only one available, and students gained a 

better understanding of all the possible routes so they can choose the one that suits 

them best. The day was completed with an inspiring presentation from one of our past 

students, Ashraf Ali who has set up his own business, Blue Apple Marketing. 

Thursday’s sessions were led by employability expert Matt Frank, with the day supported by 

staff from Oldham Council, Salford NHS, Oldham College, National Rail and many more. 

Day 5 was all about key employability skills. The students were led by KPMG and gave 

our students an insight into different careers and what it is like to work for a large 

global business. Andrew from KPMG with the support of our staff got the students 

thinking about different technologies and solutions to tackling and responding to real 

life problems faced by KPMG clients. The students were excited by the potential impact 

of the emerging technologies they explored. 
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Art-transformation 

Students’ creativity on display 

The Art corridor has had a creative makeover, with new artwork from talented students 

across the school now adorning the walls. The display cases are also showing off the 

very best of students’ creativity. 

Here is just a taste of what students have been working on this year. 
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Students rewarded for a purposeful year 

Celebration Evenings 

It was a pleasure to welcome parents back into school for our end-of-year Celebration 

Evenings. To reduce the pressure of numbers we held separate events for Years 7 and 

8 and a second event for Years 9 and 10. 

The events are a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the success of our students over 

the past year. The awards presented are about much more than academic results - 

they also reward progress, teamwork, empathy, support for members of staff around 

school, fulfilling the role of Prefect and Student Councillor, and working with outside 

groups and agencies. 

Excellence in sports provision renewed 

School Games Platinum Award 

Students at The Radclyffe School can access unrivalled 

facilities for sports and PE, with an emphasis on inclusion 

and making sure everyone gets the most from both lessons 

and opportunities for extra-curricular sports. 

Five years ago our approach was recognised with the 

award of the School Games Platinum Award. We are 

delighted to announce that we have retained the award 

for the current year. 

The School Games Mark is a Government-led project 

launched in 2012, organised by the Youth Sport Trust. It 

rewards and recognises how well a school is engaging in 

sport, and celebrates keeping young people active.  

In the past year students have taken part in a fantastic choice of sports, both at school 

and at other venues, allowing everyone the chance to find a sport they love. Students 

have enjoyed track and field athletics, basketball, football, netball, badminton, indoor 

climbing, rounders, cricket, rugby league and table tennis. 

Amongst our sporting successes have been Oldham Schools Champions success for 

Year 9 boys’ badminton, Year 9 girls’ Netball and Year 8 boys’ Indoor Athletics. Year 7 

Boys won Silver at dodgeball and both the boys and girls indoor athletics teams were in 

the medal places. At the Oldham Schools’ Athletics Championships, held at the Radclyffe 

School track, our students came away with three golds, six silver, and ten bronze. 

Head of PE, Mr Mellor said, “We are proud of all our students for their dedication to all 

aspects of physical activity and school sport. We are committed to engaging young 

people who haven’t previously been active or represented our school, and to try and 

ensure that all our students have a positive experience and perhaps to try out new 

activities in the community.” 

We believe in the power of physical activity and school sport and we ill always give 

opportunities to those young people who need it most either as a participant, leader, 

official or volunteer.” 
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Getting ready to share uniform items 

Uniform Exchange 

We said, “Donate what you can, take what you need.” You have responded brilliantly -  a 

huge thank you to everyone who has let us find a new home for their blazers, ties, 

shirts, skirts and trousers. We’ve also collected a supply of PE kit for boys and girls. So 

far we have been given more than 100 items of clothing, all of which have been 

cleaned and ironed ready for reuse.  

We are all facing increasing financial pressures at 

the moment, so it makes sense to get the best use 

out of all items of uniform, especially as students 

grow and need to replace clothes that no longer fit 

them. It is also doing a little bit for the environment 

to avoid disposing of these items. All the items we 

have had donated are cleaned and ironed, ready to 

be reworn. 

We will be opening the Uniform Exchange in the 

fourth week of August (from Monday 22nd) for 

anyone who would like to take advantage of the 

offer. To collect clothing items you must be a 

parent or carer of a current student at the school. 

 

 

Students wearing their uniform with pride 

Changes to policy for September 

We have made some small changes to the uniform policy for the new school year. 

• The black school blazer should have The Radclyffe School badge 

• Shirts must be tucked inside trousers 

• The KS3 tie is black and red striped. The KS4 tie is black, red and white 

• Plain black, grey or white socks may be worn, for both boys and girls 

• Shoes with sports logos are not acceptable 

• For PE, boys and girls may wear The Radclyffe School red t-shirt. Girls may wear 

plain black sports leggings 

• We would like to remind you that mobile phones, airpods and other electrical 

equipment are not allowed in school and if seen or heard, will be confiscated. 

• Aerosol deodorants and aerosol fragrances are not pemitted. 

• Students should not bring into school any items that may be a threat to the health 

and safety of themselves or others, e.g. laser pens, e-cigarettes, vape pens, 

knives or imitation guns.  If students are found in possession of a dangerous item 

they risk exclusion. 

We are grateful for your support in ensuring our students follow the high standards of 

uniform that we expect of our students. To read the full policy please visit: 
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News  

in Brief 

A big thank you to all 

our students, parents 

and carers who put so 

much effort into the 

Readathon  earlier this 

year. Our confirmed 

total is a wonderful 

£485.21, supporting the 

work of an amazing 

charity.  

Visit https://

vimeo.com/302412533 

for a special thank you 

message from actor and 

writer Tony Robinson. 

+++++++++++++++ 

Best of success to all our 

Year 11 students who 

will be getting involved 

in the experience of the 

National Citizen Service  

this summer - outdoor 

adventures, campaigning 

and building new talents. 

+++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

Find out more about this in  

our next newsletter 

++++++++++++++++ 

Follow us on social media  

Twitter - @theradclyffe 

Facebook.com/ 

theradclyffeschool 

Instagram/radclyffeschool 

Crystal A-maze-ing end to the year 

Game show provides competition 

Do you remember the 1990s gameshow The Crystal Maze? 

Maths students in Year 10 found out all about its challenges 

as they tackled the four different zones, completing ten 

minute challenges in each. 

The adventure was just some end of term fun but also 

helped to develop the students’ mathematical skills. 

Congratulations to the winning class 10T1 whose efforts 

collected twelve out of a possible sixteen crystals. None of 

the students were locked in for failing a task! 
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What’s on your summer reading list? 

Summer reading challenge 

Oldham Libraries’ Summer Reading Challenge for children is taking place at all libraries 

in Oldham, and at Gallery Oldham from Saturday 23 July until Saturday 17 September. 

The ‘challenge’ is to read any six library books of your child’s choice and then collect 

Gadgeteer rewards along the way. Once you have read the six books you will receive a 

certificate and a medal. You will also be invited to the libraries ’ Gadgeteer finishers 

celebration event, packed full of exciting science activities. 

Sign Up Saturday is your chance to sign up, receive your welcome pack and get ready 

for a summer of Gadgeteering. There will be lots of exciting activities taking place at 

Oldham Library and Gallery Oldham so go along as they get you ready for a summer of 

making, creating and reading. 

Some other great ideas for summer 

Oldham Council are once again running their Holiday 

Activities and Food programme! 

There are lots of new and exciting activities for summer 

2022 and you can book your places today. 

For those of you who haven’t taken part in the HAF 

programme before, through these sessions Oldham 

Council supports children and young people to have 

a great time socialising with people their own age 

while learning and playing new games over the holidays. 

Working with local providers, free places are on offer to children aged 5 to 16, who are 

eligible for free school meals. Those who are not eligible for free school meals can still 

participate but these places usually come at a small cost. Visit Oldham.gov.uk/HAF for 

more information and to book sessions. 

Garmiyyah Mastiyya Summer Club 

Free activities are on offer between 1st-25th August organised by the Flowhesion 

Foundation. Two locations are available in Oldham, the Madina Cultural Centre on 

Waterloo St (OL4 1ES) and the EIC on Manchester Road (OL8 4LN) 

The events offer creative activities aimed at BAMER young people aged 6-16. To find 

out more contact Nadia Ejaz on 01204 275106 or nadia.ejaz@flowhesionfoundation.org.uk 

Great Days out in Oldham 

There are many wonderful places to explore close to home - where will you find this 

summer. Oldham has wonderful parks with plenty of activities to enjoy, from Chadderton 

Hall to Alexandra, Foxdenton to Werneth. Travel a little further and discover Tandle 

Hill, Daisy Nook, or Crompton Moor.  

If you are travelling further away on holiday, we would love to hear students’ stories of 

visits to new towns and cities and even to different countries. Share with us on social 

media. Wherever you travel to, we hope everyone has a relaxing and enjoyable time. 
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Students get active  

Fantastic sports activities on offer for all 

From Champions of Oldham, to working to improve fitness, to competing just for the 

joy of it, students have been achieving highly this year across the broad range of 

sports that are on offer at The Radclyffe School. 

Year 7 students enjoyed the return of Sports Day at the Radclyffe Athletics Centre, 

making great use of our excellent facilities. 
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Memories are made of this 

2018  - Bee in the Cathedral 

Artwork takes its place in trail 

As the school year comes to a close, a major 

art installation for Manchester begins with a 

creative addition from The Radclyffe School 

displayed at an important Manchester venue. 

Students worked with artist Barry Spence to 

design and decorate one of over 100 honey 

bees. Our design, featuring flames will land 

inside Manchester Cathedral, located on Victoria 

Street in Manchester city centre. 

 

2016 - Students’ Chemistry talents solve murder mystery 

Salters Festival of Chemistry 

A team of talented chemists took up the challenge of a murder 

mystery, and came out winners. 

The Year 8 students took part in the Salters’ Festival of 

Chemistry at the University of Manchester. They were pitted 

against schools from across the North-West, where they used 

chemistry skills to investigate the case.  

Using chromatography and other scientific techniques, the all 

girl team analysed evidence from the ‘crime’ scene, and carried 

out experiments precisely to win the prize. 

 

2014 - STEM days mark our mission to Mars 

Rocket and rover challenge inspires students 

Teams of Year 7 students had an experience ‘out of this 

world’ as they designed and built rockets, created suitable 

habitats to live on the planet Mars, and planned a Mars Rover 

vehicle to get around.  

This was the theme of our popular STEM Days, testing the 

science, technology, engineering and maths skills of the 

students.  

Specialist rocket designers ‘Out of this World Learning’ 

worked with the students as they constructed their rockets. 

These were launched each afternoon from the field, reaching height of over 200 metres.  


