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New Prefects take up their roles 

Student Leaders appointed later this month 

Our new team of Prefects have been successful in their application. The Year 10 students 

will take up their roles later this term, and will work with one of our faculties and other 

departments, based on who they were endorsed by. 

Our process for becoming a prefect helps students to develop vital skills. It begins with 

each young person writing a letter to their Year Manager explaining just how they 

demonstrate the attitudes needed for the job. This might include areas where they 

might have taken on responsibility either in school or elsewhere. They also need to get 

an endorsement from at least one member of staff. 

In order to be considered for the role of Prefect, students must have an attendance 

level of at least 96%, have a strong attitude to learning and have exhibited very good 

behaviour consistently through the year. 

So many congratulations to the 51 prefects who have been appointed. In June we 

will appoint the Student Leadership Team for 2022-23, to include Head Girl and 

Head Boy, their deputies, the Gifted and Talented Ambassadors and our Transition 

Ambassadors. Best of success!  

What do prefects do all day? 

The job of prefect is to support the life of the school. In a change we have made this 

year, the prefects will now go back to the members of staff and the faculties that 

backed their applications to offer their services. They will then help in faculties with all 

of the major events in school, including parents’ evening, Open Evening and celebration 

events. The students also support Student Voice activities and gain experience carrying 

out basic administrative tasks. 

The Prefects are also of course positive role models for students throughout the school, 

modelling the Five Respects and helping to ensure high standards of behaviour. 



 

 

Skills, volunteers and an expedition 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

A programme that links map reading and music, service and science learning inspired 

forty five of our students to success this term. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award returned 

in all its glory, offering the young people an unforgettable experience. 

To achieve the award students complete four components; demonstrating a skill that they 

either have learned before or are taking on for the first time, completing a project 

where they volunteer their time to help in a wide range of settings, and the expedition, 

an extended walk involving camping skills, map reading, leadership and teamwork. 

So what have our students got up to this year? Amongst the skills that students took 

up or took forward were learning to play a new musical instrument, getting creative in 

art and dance, learning to cook and improving knowledge in science. The choice is as 

wide as students’ imagination and the work so far has seen some excellent work done. 

In the same way volunteering brought opportunities wherever the students could find 

them - in Mahdlo, mosques and charity shops, coaching football and boxing, working 

with environmental charities, uniformed organisations and even in school creating 

display materials. 

Students also take on activity to improve their fitness. At the Radclyffe School the 

students, all in Year 10 undertake the Bronze award. Often at sixth form and other 

places they have the chance to achieve the Silver and Gold awards too. For these 

three components, two are completed over three months and one over six months - 

it is a substantial commitment in time and discipline. 

The undoubted highlight of the 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is the 

expedition. While students gain 

skills of map reading and navigation, 

perhaps more important are the 

challenges of leadership, self-

reliance and teamwork that are 

required. Earlier this term the 

group headed into Saddleworth 

for their practice walk, a one-day 

expedition walking around 10 km. 

For some students this was their 

first experience of walking in the 

countryside - valuable experience 

of stepping outside their comfort 

zones. 

The activities that students undertake are accompanied by practical sessions in school 

over several months where crucial skills are developed. As the young people approach 

the end of the award, they will learn more about camping craft to prepare for the final 

expedition. Travelling to Waddow Hall in Lancashire they will walk 23 km over two 

days, pitch their own tents and cook their own meals. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Co-ordinator this year has been Mr Torr. He said, “The 

experiences involved in the award are new to many of our students, and they have all 

risen to the challenge well. I would also wish to thank all of the staff who have ably 

supported the students through their efforts.” 



 

 

Apply now for travel passes that will save you money 

Our Pass and more 

Applications are now open for our Year 11 students to get a pass that will give them 

free bus travel across Greater Manchester. The scheme is called Our Pass, and for travel 

to college, work or just for leisure, travelling for free will prove a valuable perk at a 

time when costs are rising for lots of things. 

If you apply now your pass will be delivered ready to start on 1st September. All 16-18 

year olds in Greater Manchester are eligible - you will need to pay a one-off £10 fee, 

provide proof of age and address, and a passport photo. 

To apply, visit ourpass.co.uk you will need to provide a valid email address. If you can’t 

apply online, you can collect a paper application form from a TfGM travel shop - Oldham’s 

shop is on the ground floor of the Civic Centre in Oldham. 

The pass also comes with a choice of exclusive offers and experiences, ranging from 

discounts on shopping to free theatre and gig tickets, students can also get free 

swimming, sports and leisure centre passes, and sign up for careers talks, tasters and 

workshops.  

Our Pass is the only scheme of its kind in the UK, supporting young people at a crucial 

moment in their lives. As they leave school at 16, they face decisions that will shape 

their future. These aren’t easy decisions to make and many face significant challenges 

as they make them - challenges made greater by the impact of Covid-19.  

 

Why does Our Pass matter? 

Our Pass tackles these challenges 

head on. Being a member not only 

improves  access to jobs and learn-

ing through free bus travel, but 

through being a member it opens 

up a world of experiences, connec-

tions and opportunities that they 

might not otherwise discover. Our 

Pass broadens the horizons of 

young people, in every sense. 

If you have any queries about how 

to apply, problems in applying or 

using the card, please email 

help@ourpass.co.uk 

Younger students can get on the IGO too 

Students in Years 7 to 10 qualify for children’s tickets on buses and trams, but to prove 

their age they need to have an IGO card. Children qualify for the card if they live in, or 

go to school in Greater Manchester. 

You can apply for the card online or have one made up at the TfGM Travelshop. 

An IGO card costs £10 and lasts until 31st August after your child’s 16th birthday. To 
find all you need to know about the IGO pass visit tfgm.com/tickets-and-passes/igo-pass 

https://ourpass.co.uk
https://tfgm.com/tickets-and-passes/igo-pass


 

 

Bidding farewell to Mrs Longley  

Year Manager changes 

At the end of this term, Year 9 Manager Mrs Longley will be taking a well earned semi 

retirement, She has worked at the school since 2003 caring for more than 1200 students, 

whether through the whole five years at The Radclyffe School, or following a recent 

change, through Key Stage 3, before handing her students onto to Key Stage 4. 

The change means that for September 2022 our newly-arrived Year 7 students will 

have a new Year Manager as Year 7 Manager Mr Lunt and Year 8’s Miss Hunt move up 

with their year group into the new school year.  

As students enter Year 10, we have two dedicated Year Managers for Key Stage 4. Mrs 

Thompson, currently looking after Year 11 will take responsibility for next year’s Year 10 

and Mrs Imeson will continue with our current Year 10s as they enter their final year at 

The Radclyffe School. 

Every little (extra) helps! 

Extra-curricular offers expanding choices 

In one room students discuss how they will approach debating the motion, “This House 

believes that children should be paid to attend school”. In another, more children are 

getting to grips with the basics of Spanish vocabulary. 

Across the school, more and more clubs are starting up to offer ‘extra-curricular’ activities 

to students.  

Debate Club is introducing students to the world of proposing and opposing, developing 

their skills in putting together a reasoned argument, as well as successfully critiquing 

their opponents’ propositions. Before the pandemic we had taken part in national 

debating competitions, travelling to universities around the country. As the club develops, 

we hope to get back to this level of involvement, offering our students incredible 

opportunities. 

Spanish club offers students in KS3 the chance to sample a new language, or even to 

refresh their knowledge if they have spoken some before. Though at present we are 

unable to offer Spanish as an option on the curriculum, an after school club is a great 

way to get an introduction to a language spoken by more than 485 million people 

around the world. 

And now for something completely different! The origami club is allowing students to 

make some wonderful creations. The students follow simple video instructions to make 

everything from butterflies to birds, tulips to dinosaurs. 

These are just a few of the opportunities available, with 

more expected to follow. Watch out in future editions for 

the activities that students are getting up to, learning 

new talents, and for older students passing them on to 

their younger peers. 

We will take a look at Drama Club, revisit Geek Club, find 

out the experiments that Science Club are doing, and if 

we can keep up, find out more about all our extra-

curricular sports activity. 



 

 

We value all our parents’ 

opinions about how well the 

school is helping students to 

learn. Did you know there is 

a convenient way for parents 

to have their say about the 

school? Many of you took 

the opportunity via the 

Parent View website to rate 

the school on its performance. 

The views expressed have 

been very positive across 

each of 12 questions. You 

are welcome to give your 

views at any time.  

This helps the school to 

understand what we are 

doing well, and be clear on 

where we can improve,  

Reading what current parents 

experience can also help the 

parents of pupils in primary 

school as they decide which 

schools to apply to. 

You can find information 

on how to register and 

complete the survey at 

parentview.ofsted.gov.uk  

+++++++++++++++ 

Have you used the MyEd 

app yet? A few simple 

steps will allow you to see 

up to date information on 

all aspects of your child’s 

school life. Fill in forms, 

check attendance or find 

out achievements. Or get 

information from school. 

Download the app for Apple 

or Android now at 

myedschoolapp.com 

News  

in Brief 

Brilliant Club 

What it is, what it did and why it matters 

The opportunity to learn what is expected of study at 

university, from a doctorate student at the University of 

Manchester, has been too good to miss for a group of high 

achieving students. Over several months they experienced 

university-style lectures, seminars and one-to-one tutorials, 

wrote short essays on a range of subjects, leading on to 

a 2000-word dissertation. 

The team worked closely with Dr Rathi Ravindrarajah, 

whose specialist research has examined the needs of elderly 

people in the UK. 

The work our students carried out introduced them to what 

is expected of university learning. Assignment writing went 

alongside dissertation preparation, and the importance of 

correctly referencing work. 

All this is organised by a nationwide charity call the Brilliant 

Club. Twelve students were put forward to take part, with 

the aim to better equip them to succeed at Russell Group 

universities, the leading research led bodies in the country. 

Students develop the knowledge, skills and ambition that 

will help them to secure places and thrive at some of the 

top places of learning. 

Being part of the programme 

also gave the students the 

chance to travel to Cambridge 

university to sample student 

life at first hand. Lead Gifted & 

Talented Teacher Miss Arnold 

said, “The students have done 

an excellent job throughout 

the programme, at the same 

time as carrying on with their 

GCSE studies, and sitting 

their pre-public exams.” 

The students agreed that taking part would be a help in 

being university-ready, but also will benefit them ahead of 

applying for sixth form colleges. One wrote “It was good to 

learn how to do extended writing on specific topics, and 

implement references.” 

The Cambridge trip in particular proved popular. Students 

across the school benefit from successful links with higher 

education well in advance of having to apply. The school 

will continue to develop these links so that students are 

fully aware of all the options available to them both post-

16 and post 18. 

 



 

 

Students can explore the best of online learning  

Hardware, software, web and apps 

Across The Radclyffe School, in more than 50 classrooms students can access high 

quality computer equipment to aid their learning. The computers are well used, in every 

subject from Maths to Art. With such heavy use it’s important to keep the equipment 

well maintained and up-to-date. 

So we have been delighted to take delivery of new hard drives and monitors for use in 

the school. Overall we have more than 800 computers for student use, including in the 

library. 

Different subjects use a broad variety of software 

programmes to enable students to get great value 

from their learning using up-to-date technology.  For 

instance, alongside the familiar content of Microsoft 

Office, students in Photography can expect to make 

use of Adobe Photoshop, 

Students need to be learning at home during the 

pandemic showed clearly just how important it is to 

have access to good quality computer technology at 

home. From various sources we have been able to 

supply hundreds of laptops to families to enable students 

who are having to isolate not to miss out on learning. 

This will remain part of learning into the future.   

There are of course 

huge resources that can 

be easily accessed on 

the internet to support 

learning. BBC Bitesize offers fantastic resources across 

the whole curriculum, and in the same way Doddle is a 

great resource for students in KS3. GCSEPod, as the 

name suggests aims to help students in Years 10 and 

11 to achieve their best in KS4. 

Oak Academy was set up specially to provide online 

learning during lockdowns  - visit oakacademy.com and 

senecalearning.com is helpful for home learning, revision 

and classroom lessons. 

Within each subject, specialist web resources offer a 

convenient way to learn. We asked teachers around the 

school which resources they use; here is a list for some 

subjects but it isn’t exhaustive. 

Maths  - desmos and hegarty maths 

Languages  - linguascope.com 

Music  - Flat.io BBC ten pieces or musictheory.net 

Geography  - internetgeography.net 

There are many more websites that provide exciting, different ways of learning. 

Students learn in different ways so using different tools is a great idea to help everyone 

make the most of opportunities both in and out of school. 

https://www.linguascope.com/


 

 

Getting back to the best of school life 

Happy to be back in school 

It might be a little early to have a ‘review of the year’, but it is good to celebrate a year 

when there has been thankfully little disruption to students’ learning compared to what 

had gone before. Here are just some of the out of the ordinary, as well as the daily 

activity of life in our school.  

Beginning or end? August saw students 

in school to collect their GCSE results 
We welcomed BBC Bitesize to 

inform and inspire for fantastic 

future careers.  

Our new Year 7 arrive at school. There 

to welcome and guide them are our 

wonderful Peer Mentors 

Boosting their appreciation of the magic 

of Maths, M Club offered  



 

 

 

Farewell to Year 11 

Can we have your old uniform?! 

Following the English Literature paper in the final week before 

the holiday, we sent our Year 11 students out on study leave. 

They will now only attend for their examinations, but can also 

prepare at home supported by live online lessons. 

Students should continue to wear full school uniform for all of 

their remaining exams. We reserve the right to refuse entry if 

students are not dressed appropriately, and parents would be 

asked to bring uniform items to school. 

So finally an appeal. Please consider donating any unwanted 

items of uniform for our Uniform Exchange scheme. We will collecting items - shirts, 

blazers, trousers and skirts - after the final full-year group examination on 23rd June. 

We appreciate they may wish to keep their shirts from the final day! 

We welcomed visitors back into school 

to lead exciting lessons - Trestle Theatre 

stretched students’ imaginations 

SPA Celebration showcased the skills of 

dancers, actors, artists and musicians. 

Creativity comes in many forms, in an 

Art workshop held by Zoom, and in 

planting seeds in the garden 

Making good use of our excellent athletics 

track, students ran the Race for Life in aid 

of Cancer Research UK 



 

 



 

 

Marvellous moves for a High School Musical 

Tickets on sale as preparations ramp up 

Rehearsals are well underway for the much anticipated return of our Summer Show. 

High School Musical is proving a popular choice, with an entirely new cast who are 

learning for the first time how a show is produced. A big help with this is the support 

of former students who have been involved with shows in the past, and who come 

back to share their experience and expertise with the cast. 

Tickets are now on sale via ParentPay. For anyone who cannot access ParentPay, you 

will be able to buy tickets from Visitors’ Reception at school.  

The tickets are £3 for adults, £2 for children. Head of Music, and producer of the 

show Mr Corrigan said, “We appreciate that budgets are tight this year, and we want 

as many people to be able to enjoy the show as possible. We have been able to cut 

the price of tickets from previous years.” 

 

Could you sponsor Mr Corrigan 

and support the show? 

In years past Head of Music Mr Corrigan, 

together with other members of the 

team have raised money to support the 

staging of the shows by running the 

Great Manchester Run. As the event 

came round again, it was too good an 

opportunity to miss. 

On a warm Mancunian afternoon, a time 

of 1:59:29 for a half marathon was very 

impressive. Mr Corrigan’s JustGiving 

page is still available for anyone who 

would like to recognise his achievement 

by supporting the show financially. Any 

help is much appreciated. 

Sponsor him at  

justgiving.com/crowdfunding/trs-music  

From audition to rehearsal 

justgiving.com/crowdfunding/trs-music


 

 

Teacher Q&A 

Mrs McNiven, Science 

What inspired you to get into teaching? 

Before I became a teacher I worked as a chemical engineer 

for an oil company and it felt like that job was making the 

world a little bit worse (think about your climate change 

and pollution lessons). I changed my career to teaching so 

that I might be able to make the world a little bit better. 

What is your teaching background and experience? 

I have been teaching for 15 years and 13 of those have 

been at The Radclyffe School. I left for a couple of years to 

teach A-Level Chemistry, but came back to do the job I’m doing now.  

What subject do you teach?  

Science 

What do you like most about your job?  

The students: there is never a dull day! 

If you hadn’t gone into teaching what else would you have done?  

I love archaeology, so maybe that.  

What was the last book you read?  

Kindred: Neanderthal life, love, death and art by Rebecca Wragg Sykes.  

What achievement are you most proud of?  

I’m surprisingly good at plumbing and was really proud when I fitted a new toilet syphon. 

What piece of advice would you give to a student in Year 11?  

Sleep! If you have a choice of revising for an extra hour or sleeping for an extra hour 

the night before an exam always choose sleep. 

Asthma danger means aerosols are prohibited 

Roll on rather than spray, thank you! 

Now that summer is here, we would like to remind you about the risk to health of aerosol 

deodorants. Amongst the school community a sizeable number of students and staff 

suffer from asthma. Exposure to aerosol sprays increases the risk of an attack.  

For some students, asthma may be triggered by any aerosols. If an aerosol is used, 

even sprayed some distance away from the person with asthma, the gas propellant 

can still lead to breathing problems. Also, the chemicals and strong smells in the 

mist produced by aerosols, when inhaled, can trigger asthma symptoms and a 

possible attack. These attacks can be very serious. 

We are reminding students around school and in assemblies that aerosol sprays are 

prohibited. Please ensure your child doesn’t bring an aerosol to school. If they wish to 

bring a deodorant for after PE lessons a “roll on” type is a good alternative.  

Any aerosol deodorants found in school will be removed and disposed of and spray 

perfumes will be confiscated for six weeks or until collected by a parent or carer. 

Thank you for your support with this important issue.  



 

 



 

 

Learning to raft build (again!) 

Year 7 stay at Winmarleigh Hall 

Abseiling, zip wires and building their own rafts  - for a 

group of Year 7 students their stay at Winmarleigh Hall 

near Preston enabled them to take part in a ‘range of 

challenging life skills activities’. 

Above all, a lot of fun was had by everyone. Many of the 

extra-curricular events introduce students to activities 

that they have never tried before, building resilience and 

self-confidence as stuents learn to work together. 

 

News  

in Brief 

Year 11 student Rowshon 

Chowdhury has a career 

dream that is just a little 

bit different; she’s always 

wanted to be an airline 

pilot.  

Her dream has taken a 

step closer, as she has 

been accepted onto a 

gliding scholarship run by 

the Honourable Company 

of Air Pilots.  

Rowshon had a successful 

interview in London at the 

end of April, and will now 

attend the residential 

training course during the 

summer holiday at a 

gliding club in Lancashire. 

 

 

++++++++++++++++ 

Follow us on social media  

Twitter  - @theradclyffe 

Facebook.com/ 

Theradclyffeschool 

Instagram/radclyffeschool 



 

 

Café Mojo keeps students fed 

Claim for free school meals if you’re eligible 

So far this year students and staff have eaten more than 100,000 hot dinners, 

alongside thousands of flapjacks, brownies and fruit salads. 

Café Mojo is our school dining area, offering a wide choice of healthy, nutritious food 

and drinks. Our catering provider is Taylor Shaw. Our modern dining room offers 

delicious hot and cold food before school, at break and lunchtimes. The Radclyffe 

School has achieved the ‘Healthy Schools Standard’ and healthy and nutritious 

food and drink is available across the school day. 

The price of a Meal of the Day in Café Mojo from September 2022 will be 

£2.60. 

Applying For Free School Meals for the first time? 

Students can receive free school meals if their parents/carers receive any of the following: 

• Income Support (IS)  

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)  

• An income-related employment and support allowance  

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit) and have an 

annual income (as assessed by HMRC) that does not exceed the current year’s level  

• The Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit  

• Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after your employment 

finished, or after you start to work less than 16 hours per week.  

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than 

£7400 (£616.67 per month) 

In addition, you as the parent or carer must receive Child Benefit for the child for 

whom you are responsible.  

Children who receive IS or IBJSA in their own right are also entitled to receive free 

school meals.  

You can download an application form from Oldham Council’s Website: 

www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200231/grants_and_allowances/161/school_meals 

You can also ring the Welfare Benefits Team on 0161 770 6688 from 8am-6pm 

Monday to Friday and 9am-1pm on Saturday. If you live outside Oldham, you will 

need to contact your own local council.  

Students who are entitled to Free School Meals have their Café Mojo Account 

automatically topped up every day with the value of the “Meal of the Day”. 

More applications, more Pupil Premium funding 

The Radclyffe School also gets additional funds from the Government for every student 

who is eligible to receive free school meals. This is called the Pupil Premium. Please 

help us to get the funds we are entitled to, to support our students, by applying for 

Free School Meals if you think you are eligible. 
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Headlines from the past 

Stories from the archive 

June 2019 - It’s all up for debate 

An activity which promotes our students’ communication 

skills and ability to think quickly, that encourages 

critical and creative thinking. A chance to challenge 

existing views and open up to new ideas and arguments. 

These were all on show as The Radclyffe School sent 

a team to the regional final of the PiXL Up For Debate 

Challenge, held at the University of Nottingham. 

Over a full day spent proposing, interrupting and 

opposing, the team tackled the motions that ‘This 

house’ would televise criminal trials, would legalise 

performing enhancing drugs and would ban private 

schools’. Under the formal format of debating the 

students, in teams of three, put forward their argument in just four minutes, or 

contested their rivals points. 

June 2016 - School aims to become ‘dementia-friendly’ 

Dementia is a disease which affects more than 850,000 

people in the UK. Though it might not seem a likely issue 

for schools to be interested in, many of those people will 

be family members of students and staff at The Radclyffe 

School. 

To mark Dementia Awareness Week, students visited 

Stoneleigh House Care Home at Springhead to deliver the 

‘twiddlemuffs’ knitted by staff and students. The residents 

also received dementia-friendly scrap-books of memories 

that students have put together. 

June 2013 - Inline inspiration from Jenna 

World Inline skating champion Jenna Downing visited The Radclyffe 

School this month to share her skills and experience with students. 

Ten-time British Champion and 2008 World Champion, Jenna came 

along as part of the Sky Sports Living for Sport programme, which 

brings champion ambassadors from varied sports into schools to 

mentor and inspire students to reach their goals and achieve the 

very best they can.  

 

 

 


