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So what are
you reading?

Students remember wartime sacrifice
Our act of remembrance
Remembrance for all people who have suffered and died in conflicts across the world
is an important and valued tradition. It is also a tradition that has become established
at The Radclyffe School in recent years.
Led by the Humanities faculty, each November 11th has provided an opportunity for
students and staff to pause and remember, to learn more about the tradition and the
history that has led to remembrance, and to reflect on personal or family stories of
wartime experiences.
So this was another school tradition that we have been glad to see return this autumn
term. At 12 noon on Remembrance Day we came together as a school to share a short
time of reflection. For students familiar or not with traditions of remembrance the event
is a chance to learn, both from the larger stories but also from local experiences. The
display that is put on show in the heart of the school builds upon this understanding.
Head of History Mr Jones said, “Each year
students have been asked for their own
thoughts on what remembrance means to
them, which is ever more important as
memories of the World Wars begin to fade.”
One student wrote, “During the two
minutes silence I will be remembering the
people that sacrificed their lives that we
might have a future.”

The event included familiar features of
remembrance ceremonies with the sounding
of the Last Post, played by Mr Corrigan and
poetry from the First World War with a
reading of the poem In Flanders Fields.
Marking the two minutes silence offered a
poignant and compelling experience for the
whole school, especially for those there for
the first time. The silence is impeccably
observed each year.

Loki appointed Student Governor
Congratulations to Year 10 student Loki Sanderson who has
been appointed to the school’s Governing Body as a Student
Governor.
Loki will serve as a Student Governor throughout the coming
year. Amongst her responsibilities will be leading the student
Eco Team, including an exciting project to move the school
towards having a ‘net zero’ response to climate change.
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Fahim urges students to choose
Presentation Evening
As a student at The Radclyffe School, Fahim Ahmed knew what it was to be a role
model for his peers. Six years after leaving the school he accepted the invitation to be
the guest speaker at this year’s Presentation Evening, held at the Queen Elizabeth
Hall in Oldham town centre.
After A levels at Oldham Sixth Form, Fahim studied Civil & Structural Engineering at
the University of Bradford, graduating with first-class honours. He is now a Graduate
Engineer with transport infrastructure company, Colas.
Addressing the leavers of 2021, Fahim spoke
of their freedom to choose how they respond
to whatever they face in their lives. Using the
story of Victor Frankl, a survivor of the
Holocaust, he illustrated how any hardships,
setbacks or obstacles can be overcome. Whilst
their hardships are unlikely to be at the level
of those who suffered at the hands of the
Nazis, the students were urged to learn from
their experience.
Fahim urged the audience to focus on what
they can control. He said, ” Your success isn’t
determined by what happens to you, your
success is determined by the decisions and
responses you make.”
“Keep the momentum going, every single one
of you is capable of great things. It’s a matter
of now pushing yourself to keep going. If you
don’t believe in yourself, who will?”
The event returned to Queen Elizabeth Hall after its cancellation last year. The slimmed
down event celebrated the achievements of the Year 11 students who had coped with
the disruption of the pandemic through their final two years at the school.

Students vote for their voice in local democracy
Oldham Youth Council elections
In the closing week of term the school was host to an important
event as students elected their representatives to Oldham Youth
Council. This is a group of young people aged between 11 and 21
who help Oldham’s young people have their say. They work with
many different services and organisation to ensure young people
can shape and influence decisions that affect them directly.
Eight of our students put themselves forward; Rafia Ahmed, Lemaa Alisha, Mahfuzah
Khatun, Aqleema Ali, Hibah Hussain, Rabiya Sultana, Mohammed Azhar Saif Uddin and
Raisa Aman. We are delighted that Lemaa, Mahfuzah and Azhar have been elected,
and will attend their first meeting on 12th January. Oldham Youth Council thanks
all the young people who took part and will be in touch with those not successful in
this round to let them know how they can be involved making a difference in Oldham .
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Clean Team bin bagfulls of rubbish
Litter picking every half term
An intrepid team of students and staff set out to rid Hunt Lane of litter. Twelve
bags full later they had gone a long way to achieving that goal.
Our litter picks will take place at the end of every half term, aimed at keeping the
school grounds and the immediate surroundings clean and tidy.
Alongside the litter picks, we are encouraging
all students to ensure that litter is always
disposed of properly. Litter can be anything
from pieces of chewing gum or sweet wrappers
to items of furniture fly-tipped in a field.
We are reinforcing the need to reduce, reuse
and recycle - so we are revamping how we
dispose of items like plastic bottles. Students
in the school’s Eco-Team are looking at ways
to help students take the best action they can
to protect our environment.
Year 10 Year Manager Mrs Imeson who looks after the Eco-Team said, “The team who
took part in the litter pick had all volunteered and we hope that many more students
will take the opportunity to get involved in future picks.”
One of the ‘Five Respects’ that are at the heart of all we do as a school is to
have respect for the school environment. That means always putting litter in waste
bins, and taking litter home when you are somewhere without litter bins.
Staff will often reward students with positive logs for looking after and improving the
school environment, and we also seek to encourage behaviour change where people
may have got used to littering as an easy option.

Pudsey puts in an appearance
Children in Need
We always enjoy an opportunity to raise funds for
charities, and the BBC Children in Need saw students
having fun buying everything from Pudsey ears to pin
badges, and also enjoying a visit by the famous bear
himself.
A big thank you to Miss Hunt and her team of helpers
for organising the event. The Charity Team spent their
lunch break over three days staffing the Enterprise
Cart, holding a raffle for some excellent prizes, together
with a ‘spin to win’ stall.
Congratulations to all the winners of the raffles and a
huge thank you to everyone who purchased or played.
The final total we have raised was an awesome

£871.55
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‘Take what you need, donate what you can’
Introducing our
Uniform Exchange
A new project we are
launching in the New Year
will help to give a new
lease of life for items of
school uniform that our
students might have grown
out of or no longer need.
Uniform Exchange will give
parents the opportunity to
reuse shirts, trousers,
skirts, ties and blazers.
Every year hundreds of
tonnes of used clothing
ends up in general waste,
so if we can make even a
small dent in this, it is
worth trying.
All donated items will be cleaned and steamed before
being offered for collection. Parents and carers will be able
to find the items they might need, sorted by size. We
appreciate the cost of school uniform can be a burden; we
are currently reviewing the school’s uniform policy with a
view to removing the need for trousers and skirts with
the school emblem: plain black tailored trousers or school
skirts will be acceptable.
From the start of the Spring term we will begin accepting
donations for the Uniform Exchange scheme. We would
ask that items are in good condition. You will be able to
donate throughout the year, but we will arrange dates
when you can choose items of uniform which will be during
the summer holiday.
Clothes can be dropped off at the collection points whenever
the school is open, but we will also offer the opportunity at
Parents’ Evenings and other special events through the year.

News
in Brief
From the start of the new
Spring Term all students
will once again enter the
building through the Student
Entrance.
++++++++++++++++
The latest Government
guidance for schools has
reintroduced wearing a
face covering in communal
areas around school. We
are aware that measures
may change, but wherever
possible please ensure
your child comes to school
with a face covering, unless
exempt.
++++++++++++++++
We welcome three new
(ish) parent governors to
the school’s Governing
Body - Mrs Clough, Mr
Dixon and Ms Roberts.
++++++++++++++++
Is your child using GCSE
Pod yet? The answer for
many students is a definite
yes - according to returns
from the provider we are
one of the highest users of
the programme across the
North West for how often
students are streaming the
revision and home learning
pod videos.
Science is proving to be
the most popular, closely
followed by Maths and RS.
++++++++++++++++
For more information,
news, events and interesting
content, follow us on our
social media channels we’re now on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
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Every

Minute

Counts
Each morning (8.30am)
All students now enter via Student Entrance. Students
should make their way directly to the welcome and
well–being session, taking the quickest way and without
stopping on the street.
At Lunch and Break:
If students are outside, they should move on the whistle
and make their way directly to classrooms, at this point the
toilets are out of use. The expectation is that all students are
outside their classrooms when the bell sounds.

Students on the street should move when asked first time
and use the quickest route to their lesson, once again being
outside the classroom when the bell sounds.
Lesson Changeover:
Students moving classrooms should make their way directly
to the next lesson.
Every late will be recorded, and parents will be informed
on the day.
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Students still provide a performance
SPA Celebration Evening (online!)
“The Show must go on” is a saying that the SPA faculty take very seriously. So despite
the disappointment that we were unable to invite parents and guests into school for our
annual celebration of performance, the students have stepped up and, as was the case
last year, moved the whole show online.
In the run up to the event students have created video recordings of dance, drama and
music. These went live on Wednesday evening for everyone to enjoy as if they were at
the show, but from the comfort of the living room! Though all the performers love to
perform in front of a live audience, the online version has another great advantage you can enjoy it again at a time convenient to you.
Many congratulations to everyone who took part: The Signing Choir performing Proud
and Arcade by Duncan Lawrence.
Badminton demonstration from Josh, Adrian and Georgie
Dance performed by Amelia and Yalena,
Excellent examples of artwork and photography, from students in all year groups.
Drama performance in the style of silent movies.
Musical pieces from the Year 7 and 8 MiSST students, on both violin and trumpet,
together with solo performances from Joel and Jaden.
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All about the innovators!
A high-tech video presentation, a presenter from BBC Radio 1Xtra, and a panel of
guests from a broad range of industries and backgrounds. With these ingredients,
students in Years 8 and 9 enjoyed their latest insight into the world of work and the
opportunities that will be available to them.
Under the banner of BBC Bitesize, rapid-fire question-and-answer sessions introduced
Tom, Ryan and Amanda to be interviewed by the BBC’s Nick Bright but also by
students. BBC Bitesize is an innovative revision website and app, which is helping
thousands of young people to study in an accessible and enjoyable way.
This provided the theme for the day –
innovation. Each of the guests shared
with students how they have needed to
find new and unique ways to overcome
challenges, and in three very different
industries.
Tom Hetherington works for the BBC,
developing the next generation of TV
programmes. Through his career he has
worked with and learned from many
people, building the skills needed to
identify future trends.
Ryan, now the Operations Director of women’s hair product brand Hair Shark spoke of
how he helps the company to change direction when needed. Working for a small
company in a crowded market, flexibility is of great importance.
Amanda is Senior Vice President in charge of Sales for Cytiva, a company in the Life
Sciences sector, manufacturing for many large pharmaceutical companies. Recent
history shows how important innovation has been in this field, and Amanda shared her
pride of being part of the programme that has created vaccines against Covid-19. The
success of this, saving lives worldwide, gives a tremendous sense of purpose.
Answering questions from students, the guests shared their ambitions from their own
school days, ranging from a weatherman, a professional footballer, but also having no
plan – which itself gave a confidence to be open minded and try new things.

Asked what subjects at school really helped them it was no surprise that Amanda chose
Chemistry, Tom spoke of English and Drama and Ryan of Engineering, ICT and Business.
But all three spoke of the important life skills that can be found in many subject s,
encouraging creative thinking and problem solving.
The event was an excellent opportunity to raise awareness of the BBC Bitesize website
and app. Offering a huge amount of information to help young people revise, Bitesize is
an incredible resource. If you haven’t found it yet, add it to your resources – visit
bbc.co.uk/bitesize
A high-tech video presentation, a presenter from BBC Radio 1Xtra, and a panel of
guests from a broad range of industries and backgrounds. With these ingredient s,
students in Years 8 and 9 enjoyed their latest insight into the world of work and the
opportunities that will be available to them.
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PPEs get students prepared for their final exams
The very best of success to all our Year 11 students, who sat their PPE in the final
weeks of term. We may have got used to a different meaning for PPE during the
pandemic, but these are our ‘Pre-Public Exams’ - hugely important practice for
sitting GCSE and other exams ahead of the real thing next summer.
We hope that after the disruption of the past two years, Year 11 students will get to
sit their final exams next summer. However, it’s important to have a Plan B; in the
event of final exams not taking place, students’
grades from these PPE exams, and a further round
planned for the spring, will give an accurate picture of
achievement.
The experience of sitting exams under formal conditions
could come as a shock to students, Though it won’t be
possible this year, all students will sit some exams in
this format so they know what to expect.
The regulations governing exams are very strict and
closely monitored. We have a dedicated team of
invigilators who do an excellent job ensuring all exams
go ahead according to the highest standards.
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Students looking for those little ‘extras’
Extra curricular clubs - what’s on?
There has been much discussion about ‘lost learning’ during the pandemic, and we
are rightly focussed on enabling all students to recover learning and get back into the
habits of being in school to learn. Much of the restrictions that we all had to abide by
last year are now behind us, and we hope, permanently.
The experience of being part of the school is far more than just the subjects on a
student’s timetable. We are delighted to be able to get back to all the extra events
that become great memories of their time at school.
Clubs and societies, representing the school at sport and in other ways - this is coming
back gradually through this term. At lunch times and after school, more and more
chances to take part in something different are springing up. Some long established,
and even some that are brand new.
Year 7 students have each received a guide to these extra opportunities, and we would
be delighted if parents and carers would encourage them to give them a try. Alongside
learning or reinforcing skills, the activities help students to meet new friends and to
overcome shyness and anxiety. For older students too, being involved with clubs and
activities allow them to take responsibility, to lead and be excellent role models for
younger students .
So which of the following might your child be interested in?
When
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

What

Where

2.50-4pm

Boys’ football

Old Sports Hall

2.50-4pm

Trampolining

Old Sports Hall

2.50-4pm

Girls’ netball

New Sports Hall

Lunch (week 1)

Library

Library

Lunch

Games Club

Learning Mentors

2.50-4pm

Boys’ football

Old Sports Hall

2.50-4pm

Trampolining

Old Sports Hall

2.50-4pm

Girls’ netball

New Sports Hall

2.50-4pm

Dance

Dance Studio

Lunch

Games Club

Learning Mentors

Lunch (week 2)

Trumpet

Music

Lunch

Games Club

Learning Mentors

Lunch (week 1)

Library

Library

Lunch

Signing Choir

Music

Lunch

Drama

1F01

Lunch

Games Club

Learning Mentors

Lunch

Library

Library

2.50-3.50pm

LGBTQ

2A01

Lunch (week 1)

Violin

Music

Lunch (week 2)

Maths Club

3C05

Lunch

Games Club

Learning Mentors

Drama

1F01

Lunch
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William’s green credentials
Forces for Nature
When a new environmental action group was started in Oldham last year, Year 10
student William Smith was very keen to get involved. A volunteer with the Eco Team
in school since Year 7, he has taken part in litter picks and other projects to improve
the school environment, and how we all protect the wider community.
Forces for Nature is an initiative from Oldham Youth Council
enabling young people to find a role in tackling environmental
challenges at a local level. After meeting online, like so much
else in the pandemic, the group are now able to come together
in person, with a flood of activity underway or planned.
William has been building bird boxes which will be valuable
additions to Oldham’s parks.
Alongside gaining a practical skill, this activity has taught the
young people about the lives of different species, working with
the emerging Northern Roots project, based at Alexandra
Park. The group is also bringing about practical changes,
looking at the need for bins and benches, and how to balance
caring for the park with encouraging more people to visit.
The Forces for Nature Group meets every Thursday, 6-8pm at Positive Steps, 80 Union
Street, close to Gallery Oldham in the town centre. William said, “It’s a really good
group, very welcoming to everyone who wants to be part of it.”
In the new year the group has plenty more exciting plans such as cleaning up the
town’s canals, planting trees and visiting green energy sites. The group will also seek
to hold local leaders to account for their actions to protect the borough’s ecology.
William is pleased with the progress the group has made already. “We have done
things that have made a difference in the local area, and I’ve made lots of good
friends. The group gets involved in meeting important people involved in the
environmental movement.”
For any young people interested in joining, you can get in touch by email to
oldham.youthservice@oldham.gov.uk or via twitter @OldhamYouth

It’s all Geek to me!
Lunchtime club for games and friendship
Alongside the beyond-the-classroom activities for Year 7
students (see page 10) we have started a new lunchtime
club for Year 8 students this term - the Geek Club. The
name is tongue in cheek, but the activities are well
organised allowing the students to express their interest
in all things ‘geeky’.
The weekly club offers video games such as Mario Kart and Smash Bros on the switch.
Students are learning to draw anime cartoon characters, and having an introduction to
table top games like Dungeons and Dragons.
Head of Humanities Miss Connolly, who is running the club said, “Geek Club offers a
safe space for the students to express their interests and to make new friends.”
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Exciting activities on offer over Christmas break
Holiday Activities and Food
This winter Oldham Council is working
with a variety of local providers to put
on a variety of fantastic, free activities
and to provide healthy food for children
and young people across the borough,
aged 5 to 16, who are primarily eligible
for free school meals.
With everything from cooking classes,
boxing lessons, exciting day trips out,
festive arts and crafts sessions, and
much more lined up over the coming
weeks you don’t want to miss out on all
the fun. Activities run from December
18th to January 7th.
Many providers will also offer places for children and young people who are not eligible
for free school meals, however, this may come at a cost so please check with the
provider beforehand.
The aim of all this is to support our young people to socialise with people their own
age, learn and play new games during the winter holidays and for them to have a great
time doing it. So book your places for our winter activities today and share your fun
with us on social media using #HAF2021.

Book your child’s place online at Oldham Council’s website

Take time to take care of you and yours
Advice for mental wellbeing
We might all need some help and support to look after
our mental health at this time. It goes without saying
that the past year has been a hugely stressful period
for everyone.
In school we have been taking action to protect the
mental health and wellbeing of all our students and
staff, through some incredibly challenging circumstances.
If you are feeling the strain too at this time, we hope
the following sources of help might be useful to you.
For people in work, here are five ways to care for yourself.
The Anna Freud charity offers useful advice for students,
for parents and carers and for other groups.
Kooth.com is an excellent online wellbeing community
that offers free, safe and anonymous support.
(Information published this time last year, but no apologies for repeating it. It’s OK to
not be OK)
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Has your child discovered the Library?
Hundreds of new books to read
Whether your child is a bookworm or loves games, needs somewhere to do home
learning or just a quiet place to relax, the Library is somewhere worth discovering.
Whatever type of story they enjoy, or if they prefer non fiction, there is certainly
something for everyone.
As part of lessons in English for Key Stage 3,
the Library offers a valuable service. Our
Accelerated Reading Programme lets students
find books that they enjoy and once they
finish them they take a quiz on the story,
before moving on to more challenging titles as
their reading ability grows.
Students are also making very good use of the
Library at lunchtimes. They can borrow up to
two books for up to two weeks, then either
renew or return them.
At the start of this term we took delivery of
hundreds of new books. We hope to extend
the choice of books even further in 2022.
The Library is also home to our Literacy Support Workers who provide additional
support to students to help them make progress with their reading. More than just
the ability to read, the team helps students to improve their understanding of
what’s happening in a story so they can appreciate the book more and make them
an even stronger reader.
The Library also provides up to 30 computers where students can complete home
learning tasks and improve their Maths and English skills with a choice of online
educational games
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Super sports achievement
Competition returns in and out of school
Students take great pride in representing the school in competitive
sport, and this term has offered many chances to do so. From
Netball to cross country, football to badminton, school teams have
celebrated success as well as learning from defeat. Congratulations in
particular to Aiesha and Eliza who finished as medal winners in the
Cross Country event held at Chadderton Hall Park.
We are keen to ensure that as many students as possible enjoy
sport and PE, so in many sports intra-school tournaments are held
to offer as broad an opportunity as we can. Many congratulations
to all students who have competed so enthusiastically in all the
competitions this term.

Drivers, turn off
your engines!
During the winter months,
it can be tempting to leave
your car engine running as
you wait to collect students
at the end of the school day.
This can have very serious
effects for students who
suffer with asthma and other
breathing related illnesses.
Idling engines can push out
large quantities of harmful
pollutants, damaging the
environment around school.
It is also illegal, under S42
of the Road Traffic Act 1988.
The act enforces Rule 123
of the Highway Code,
which states, "You must
not leave a vehicle’s engine
running unnecessarily while
that vehicle is stationary on
a public road."
Doing this can incur a £20
fixed-penalty fine under
the Road Traffic (Vehicle
Emissions) Regulations
2002, rising to £40 if not
paid within the required
timeframe.
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Careers News
TRS Pledge gives students the Edge
At The Radclyffe School our Citizenship
and Values Curriculum educates students
for life, so that they are able to leave
school as well rounded members of the
community and citizens of modern day
Britain. With this in mind we run the PIXL
Edge programme with Years 7 and 8.
The aim of this programme is to develop
and accredit students with those personal
attributes essential for employability and
life. We want our students to strive to be
the best they can be. The LORIC programme will allow them to develop and
be accredited for five key attributes which
have been chosen for there formative
qualities in character development as well
as their desirability by employers.
The Edge’s five key attributes are:
•
Leadership
•
Organisation
•
Resilience
•
Initiative
•
Communication
All students are introduced to the LORIC programme through their Citizenship and
Values curriculum offer and are given the opportunity to log their activities and
provide evaluations for each one. We hope this will encourage them to get involved in
as many extra-curricular opportunities as possible both in and out of school.
We want to ensure that your child leaves The Radclyffe School not only with the best
qualifications possible but with personal attributes that allow them to stand out from
the crowd and achieve their goals. Parents, you can support your child by logging in at
pixl.org.uk or visiting the pages on the FROG platform.

Good advice there when students need it
Careers support we offer
Throughout their time at school, students have access to a wide range of careers
activities, aimed at helping them understand what the world of work is like and what
career they might move onto in the future. This site has lots of information on it to
help you understand your Post 16 Options. You can find out about the local Colleges
we have, what an Apprenticeship is and how to write a CV, as well as much more.
From Year 8 to 11, students benefit from one to one careers interviews, with their
Positive Steps Careers Adviser. This is usually in the Careers Room on Level 3 (next
to the KS4 Year Managers’ Office). Advisers are available 4 days a week.
If students have any questions they can contact their Career Adviser from their school
home page - there is a link to 'email your Careers Adviser'.
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Memories are made of this
A look back into the archives

Three years ago - Students get their questions answered on Fairtrade
Where do our bananas come from, what’s involved
in making Fairtrade chocolate, how can a workers’
cooperative help and what’s the problem with fast
fashion? Students at The Radclyffe School found
the answers to these and lots of other questions at
their first Fairtrade conference this week.
Through interactive workshops the children got
crafty to create wallets from waste, turned to drama
to imagine life on farms where trade isn’t fair, and
discovered how chocolate is tested with all five
senses.
Five years ago - Micro:bit Magic As Students Learn To Code
The highlight of a busy week of learning saw students write their own computer code to
create the basics of computer gaming.
A full day workshop for Gifted & Talented students
in Computing, as well as Year 8 students considering
Computing as a GCSE option, gave the students an
introduction to the Micro:bit, a mini computer
created by the BBC to give everyone an opportunity
to learn coding.
The students were guided by game designer Ali
Maggs from coding company Chaos Created. Using
the Micro:bit technology they wrote the code for a
fitness tracker and dice game, as well as looking
at the programming languages used in industry. Beginning with codes for simple tasks
like making characters move, the students moved on to more complex detail, increasing
speed and direction.
Seven years ago - Fright write for scary stories
Our author in residence Mark Wright was in school sharing some more secrets of story
writing and we welcomed pupils from primary schools to craft their own tall tales.
Children from Freehold , Christ Church and St Luke’s primaries came into to discover
more about the stories Mark has written and how he became a writer.
Next it was the turn of students from Years 7 and 8 who had some excellent ideas for
stories. To finish off a wonderful week Mark worked with Year 7 and 8 members of the
Book Club. The students created their own stories which we are putting together as an
anthology, based on Mark’s new book The Corridor. The club gives students the chance
to read through and discuss a chosen book each month.
Hunt Lane, Chadderton, Oldham, OL9 0LS

Tel: 0161 622 3200
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