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QUESTIONS

Can you work out the answers?  

1. What is the name of the movie, made by George Lucas, that was rejected by every
1. movie studio in Hollywood?

2. What is the name of the premier league and England footballer whose father was 1. 1.
1. murdered in Jamaica when he was two? He emigrated to London when he was five and
1. due to behavioural problems spent three years in a specialist school?

3. Who lost a baby as a teenager, told she was unfit for television? Later she went on to 1.
1. host one of the most famous shows in America

4. WD40 is a famous brand for different oils, lubricants. Why does it include 40 in its 1. 1.
1. name?

5. Who, after several failed music acts nearly become bankrupt in 1989 went on to create
1. a record label and a series of reality-based singing and talent shows?

6. Who, at age 7, was kicked out of school for asking too many questions?  He had poor 1.
1. hearing and a teacher told him he was too stupid to learn anything.  He went onto light
1. up the world!

7. Who was the single unemployed mother, who picked up a pen and paper and became a
1. leading author? Many films were made based on her books.

8. Who was fired from the company he created, only to be rehired and go on to create 1.
1. some of the greatest technologies such iPad, iPhone, MacBook?

9. Who was rejected by every vacuum manufacturers, had over 5,000 failed designs 1. 1.
1. before going onto developing a very well-known vacuum brand?

10. Who was told he lacked creativity and was fired from a newspaper because he had no
10. original ideas? He went on to start, arguably the most famous movie company.

11. At age 10, the only English word Jerry Yang knew was “shoe”. She went onto set up a
10. famous internet search engine. What is it called?

12. Who is nicknamed the ‘Rocket’, he holds the title of youngest player ever to win a 10.
10. professional ranking tournament? He suffers from depression, has overcome
10. addictions and grew up without his father (who served a life sentence). He holds the
10. record for the fastest maximum Snooker break
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ANSWERS

1. Star Wars
2. Raheem Stirling
3. Oprah Winfrey
4. It took 39 failed attempts to design the final successful product.
5. Simon Cowell
6. Thomas Edison - Inventor (light bulb)
7. JK Rowling
8. Steve Jobs
9. James Dyson
10. Walt Disney
11. Yahoo
12. Ronnie O’Sullivan – snooker player

The biggest lesson these famous failures show is that everyone experiences       
failure. If you have never failed, you’ve never lived. Risk = life 

ACTIVITY
a) What’s been the biggest failure that you have had to overcome? How did you 

overcome it?
b) Ask the oldest member of your family member about the biggest failure they 

have had to overcome.




