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Assessment at 
The Radclyffe school



“The definition of learning is a change in long term memory” 
Prof Dylan Wiliam

“Assessment is the bridge between teaching and learning” 

Assessment:
The Radclyffe Way

At the Radcly�e School, the curriculum sits at the centre of all we do. It is the rich 
body of knowledge we want our students to learn as they progress from one year to 
the next. Students need to know more and remember more in each subject at each 
and every stage. 

Assessing your child’s knowledge plays a central role in every day lessons. As 
your child progresses through The Radcly�e School, the curriculum expands 
both in size (amount of knowledge acquired) and depth (increasing complexity 
of concepts). As their knowledge develops,  teachers check their 
understanding through a wide range of assessment strategies to provide an 
insight into how well they have mastered the  curriculum. It is how well your 
child embeds this knowledge in their long term memory that is important. 
Equally, the degree to which they can do this without teacher support.

It is important that as a school, and as parents, we view your child’s 
progress as a journey. Progress means knowing more and remembering 
more.



Key Stage 3: 
Years 7-9

Over the last year we have been developing our new knowledge rich curriculum. We 
have also changed from a 2 year to a 3 year Key Stage 3.
Our old assessment system measured our students’ performance and skills rather 
than their knowledge. It also referred to number grades at Key Stage 3. This has 
now changed. In future we will only report home number grades at Key Stage 4. 
We need to measure how well your child is acquiring the knowledge within the 
curriculum and provide next steps to support their learning.

Each subject has created their own termly assessment grid for each year group 
using our assessment language.   Teaching sta� will use a wide range of 
assessment evidence such as questioning, quizzes, performances on a task 
and end of term, more formal assessments, to assess the amount of the 
curriculum your child has mastered.

Why are we changing assessment at Key Stage 3?



We will refer to the terms Emerging, Developing, Secure and Mastering to make a 
judgement about your child’s knowledge at the end of each term. The di�erent stages 
will indicate how much students know and know how to do in each subject and the 
degree to which they can do this without teacher support (sca�olding). They will 
indicate the extent to which your child has accessed the curriculum working towards 
the end of year destinations.

Please be aware as a parent or carer, 
that as your child moves through 
Year 7, 8 and 9, the curriculum 
increases in depth and complexity. 
Therefore, it will be more di�cult for 
a child to continually master the 
curriculum as they may �nd some 
topics and concepts more di�cult as 
they move through each term. 
The more students know and know 
how to do, the better they will do.

Key Stage 3: 
Years 7-9



For some students, we o�er a more bespoke curriculum designed to support their 
speci�c learning needs. We refer to this as our Nurture Curriculum. To support these 
students, we have extended the scale to include “Pre Emerging” grades in English, 
Maths, Geography, RS, History and ICT to re�ect the increased level of support 
that students may need.
Pre-Emerging 1
Pre-Emerging 2
NG Developing
NG Emerging

Nurture group follow the mainstream curriculum for the practical subjects 
of Art, Drama, Design Technology and PE. In these subjects they will be 
assessed using the mainstream scale; Emerging, Developing, Secure and 
Mastering.
Students’ progress is regularly assessed and when ready, they move into 
the mainstream curriculum.

Key Stage 3: 
Years 7-9



“How do I know if my 
child is progressing?”

Mastering+  8, 9
Mastering  7
Secure +  6
Secure   5
Developing + 4
Developing  3
Emerging  2
 Pre-Emerging 1

Each student is issued with a 
Pathway grade based on 
their performance at 
primary school. This 
pathway gives students their 
minimum ‘expected’ grade 
for their end of Year 11 
GCSE. 

Students’ Pathways will also sit behind our Assessment Descriptors at 
KS3 and will re�ect their end of KS3 and KS4 expectation. 

We report home to parents three times a year, following end of term 
assessments in each subject. Reports will give an overview of your 
child’s attendance, their punctuality, their attitude to learning and 
engagement as a Grade A-E. Although not a certainty, the 
descriptors below can provide a potential indication of future 
GCSE performance.



Key Stage 4: 
Years 10-11

In Year 10 and Year 11, we report home to parents three times a year in line with calendared assessment dates. 
Teaching sta� will enter either one, or both of the below grades, along with an Attitude to Learning and 
Engagement grade A-E (ATLE).  

Year 10 KAT1 and 2: A Currently Working At Grade and ATLE
Year 10 KAT3: A Currently Working At Grade, a Working Towards Grade and ATLE.
Year 11 KAT1, 2 and 3: A Currently Working At Grade, a Working Towards Grade and ATLE

A Currently Working At Grade:
Teaching sta� will make a professional judgement based on your child’s knowledge of the speci�cation 
taught to date and their performance in assessments. Assessment evidence may include classwork, 
test scores, Pre-Public Exams (mock exams) and where appropriate any coursework. Performance 
evidence in subjects such as PE, Drama, Music will also be relevant.
This is a teacher’s professional judgement as to the most likely grade your child would achieve if 
they were to sit their exam at that current moment in time. ATLE, attendance and e�ort will also 
inform this judgement.

A Working Towards Grade
This is the grade teaching sta� predict your child would achieve at the end of the course in Year 
11. This is based on a much wider body of assessment evidence, informed by their ATLE, 
attendance and e�ort.
 
Working Towards Grades will be colour coded on reports to show whether your child is 
making “expected” progress towards their end of year 11 Pathway. Achieving beyond this is 
“good” or “outstanding” progress.



And Finally

It is important that as a school, and as parents, we view 
your child’s progress as a journey. Small steps every term, 
whilst building knowledge and developing skills, is the 
key to GCSE success. 

For our students, the sky’s the limit. Our assessment 
system aims to challenge and encourage our students 
to reach their full potential. We look forward to 
supporting your child on their journey.


